From the Inkhorn

In our personal relationships we all
like to know exactly where we stand! A
census allows a Government to estimate 7
where it standsin relation to the objectivesit may set. But each of
us also should take stock (or a census) from time to time of our
relationship with God.

"The Great Census" details expectations on God's day of reck-
oning and "Who Lost What" explains that we each have an opportu-
nity to restore a full relationship with God and find the piece that
was |ost.

Some memorabiliais presented in a Sermon preached in 1844 -
that would have been a solid service! - and the intrigues of history
that can often help us understand the Scriptures better. Herod the
Great would seem like anything but great by our standards!!

We would like to remind readers in the UK that Paul and
Rodney Gray will be visiting in April this year and for those in the
USA they will be holding a Pre-Pentecost weekend at the Church
Centre at Indianapolis on 3rd and 4th May.

We trust all will receive a blessing as they read this " Census®
issue of Latter Rain. "But each, impell'd by secret grace, His way
to Canaan find."
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The Great Census

During August 1996 there was a Cen-
sus in Australia One of the first statistics
that | have seen isthat it took a taskforce of
some 40,000 people to collect the data, and
at acost A$135 million (or A$6.85 each).....

Therewasalso acensusat thetimethat
Jesuswas born, and it isinteresting to notice
how it helped to fulfil anumber of prophecies.
Firstly, Jesus was born away from his home
town, to fulfil the prophecy in Micah 5:2 that
Hewould bebornin Bethlehem. Secondly, if
thewise men had not asked Herod, "Whereis
He that is born King of the Jews', Herod
would not have been incensed to fulfil the
prophecy about Bethlehem weeping for her
children (Jeremiah 31:15, Matthew 2:16-18).

God uses the seemingly natural events
of thisworld to fulfil His purposes.

The Bible speaks of another great
Census, the 'Census of Censuses, when all
men shall be called to give an account of how
they spent their time hereon earth. Some peo-
plerefer to thisasajudgment, and to someit
will be atime of judgment, but to those who
havetrustedintheLord and lived intheteach-
ings that He has taught to them, it will be a
great home coming or censusof everyonewho
has ever lived (Revelation 20:1-5; Daniel
12:1-3). Imagine it, meeting the patriarchs,
seeing the Bible prophets, plusthe many, many
men and women who have ever lived, all
called forth from thegrave, which hasclaimed
their temporal bodies, according to the curse
that isupon al mankind, “ Inthe sweat of thy
face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto
the ground; for out of it wast thou taken: for
dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou re-
turn” Genesis 3:19.

Wheat is there to give an account at the
Censusif the body has returned to dust?

Ecclesiastes 12:7 reads, “ Then shall the
dust return to the earth as it was: and the
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spirit shall return unto God who gave it.”

Hebrews 10:39 saysthat Christiansare“ Not
of them that draw back unto perdition; but
of themthat believeto the saving of the soul”.
"The law of the Lord is perfect, converting
the soul: the testimony of the Lord is sure,
making wise the smple” Psalm 19:7. And
just in case somedo not discernthat thereisa
difference between the soul and the spirit we
refer to Hebrews 4:12, which reads: "The
word of God is quick and powerful, and
sharper than any two edged sword, piercing
evento thedividing asunder of soul and spirit
and of the joints and marrow and is a dis-
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart”. 1 Thessalonians Chapter 5 verse 23
mentions the spirit and soul and body as be-
ing al necessary to make up the ‘whole' of
man.

So what then is called forth to the
census?

The spirit returns from God who gave
it, and calls the soul from the grave, and it
becomes a spiritual body, in the likeness and
form of the person, but being spiritual and not
physical.

In Acts 2:31, speaking of Jesus being
laid in the grave after His spirit returned to
God, it saysthat God did not allow His soul
to be left in hell, neither His flesh did see
corruption. Jesuswasaspecial case because
He, being without sin or evil, rose from the
gravetriumphant. Satan found nothing to cor-
rupt in Him.

What will this great Census show?

In broad concept it will divide mankind
into three groups:

1. Those who had not accepted salva-
tion through God' steachings,

2. Those who had accepted salvation,
but through distance of time, they have lost
their physical body which returned to dust;



3. Those who are aive, and who are
looking for the return of Jesus, who will ex-
perience a “change” as Paul spoke of in 1
Corinthians 15:51.

These three groups will have many,
many sub groups, but just as the Censuswe
know draws people into groupings, so this
Reckoning, or Census at Jesus' return will
see these three basic groups of people.

God, in His own way, at this great
Censusor Judgment, will turnthosewho have
not accepted Him back for atime of torment
(Daniel 12:2; Revelation 20:4-5). This
group, group 1 above, isastudy onitsown,
sowewon't deal morewiththem here. Those
who have accepted Jesus' teachings, or who
had lived up to theteachingsfrom our Lord,
in the period prior to Jesus coming to earth,
etc., will be called forth from the grave, but
their physical bodies will not be reconsti-
tuted, as some interpret Ezekiel’s vision in
chapter 37 to mean, but will remainwiththe
curse upon them, dust thou art and unto dust
thou wilt return. These individuals in this
group will be grouped into many mansion
(John 14:2), according as they have lived
their lives here on earth, but all will be spir-
itual beings, living now in the light and un-
derstanding of the Lord, perfectly happy and
content inthelot that has been appointed
to them.

Then there will be another
group, who have accepted God to
rulein their life, but they realise
that God “ has no pleasurein the
death of him that dieth” Ezekiel 18:32.
So they have sought forgivenessthrough
the sacrifices of Jesus, and through hu-
mility have sought God, through His
promisesin the Scripture, to help
their physical body sothat they
can live without seeing
physical

death (1
Corinthians 15:51) by the
power of the promise made
of God, fulfilled in them.

Ezekial chapter 37 refesto theway in which
these people rise from the evil life of this
world, and becomealiveto thefulnessof life
in God.

The main aspirants to this group are
referred to as a “Bride” for a Bridegroom,
even though they are 144,000 individualswho
have each developed this faith and action in
their personal spirit, soul and body. These
individually, although collectively grouped
under acensus heading, havefollowed Paul’s
instruction in Romans 12:1-5 and not
conformed to this world, but transformed
through the spiritual power availablethrough
thegrace of God, and renewed their mind from
temporal and physical thoughts to know and
recognise through faith the greatness of the
power and promises of God's words that,
“Your covenant with death shall be
disannulled, and your agreement with hell
shall not stand....” Isaiah 28:18. In plain
English, they will not experience physical
death, which has been common to everyone
except Enoch and Elijah, and Jesus who
passed by death; but through the renewing of
their mindsto spiritual, eternal heavenly val




ues, they will be“wholly” sanctifiedin
spirit and soul and physical body, “ preserved
blameless unto the coming of our Lord Je-
sus Christ” 1 Thessalonians 5:23.

Although the Census groups people,
each one is an individual, personally
responsible to our Creator for how we live
and exercise the privileges given to us on
earth.

Although this Census involves all
mankind who have ever lived, from Adam
forward, God will beaware of each individual
and their spirit of intent in what they have
doneon earth. Jesustold Hisfollowers, “ that
even the hairs of your head are all
numbered”’ . (Read Matthew 10:29-31.) We
are of more value than the sparrow, yet God
in His omnipotence is able to keep stock of
them also.

We are not told the exact date of the
“Census’ that iscoming, but we do know that
just as God has predicted other events, and
they have come to pass, so this event will
happen at His predetermined time.

Areweready for the* Census’?

Which group areyou aiming for in this
Census?

“ Faith isthe substance of things hoped
for, the evidence of things not seen. For by
it the elders obtained a good report”
Hebrews 11:1-2.

“| press for the mark for the prize of
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.....
Who shall change our vile body that it may
be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
according to the working whereby heisable
even to subdue all things unto himself”
Phillippians 3:14, 21.0

For Thought..........

GOD, but of MICHAEL.

The commonest question iswhether | really "believein the Devil".

"Now, if by 'the Devil' you mean apower oppositeto God and, like God, self-
existent from al eternity, the answer is certainly No. Thereisno uncreated
being except God. God has no opposite. No being could attain a 'perfect
badness opposite to the perfect goodness of God; for when you have taken
away every kind of good thing (intelligence, will, memory, energy and exist-
enceitself) there would be none of him left.

The proper question is whether | believe in devils. | do. That isto say, |
believein angels, and | believe that some of these, by the abuse of their free
will, have become enemiesto God and, as a corollary, to us. These we may
call devils. They do not differ in nature from good angels, but their natureis
depraved. Devil isthe opposite of angel only as Bad Man is the opposite to
Good Man. Satan, the leader or dictator of devils, isthe opposite, NOT OF

Prefaceto the Screwtape L ettersby C.S.Lewis.




From the

Hymnal
Hymn No. 13

(Jeremiah 32:17-22, 37-42)

Almighty God of Love,

Set up th' attracting sign,

And summons whom Thou dost approve
For messengers divine:
From favour'd Abr'’ham's seed
The new Apostles choose,
In isles and continents to spread
The dead-reviving news.

Them, snatch'd out of the flame,
Through every nation send,
The true Messiah to proclaim,
The universal Friend;
That al the God unknown
May learn of Jewst' adore,
And see Thy glory in Thy Son,
Till time shall be no more.

O that the chosen band
Might now their brethren bring,
And, gather'd out of every land,

Present to Zion's King!

Of all the ancient race

Not one be left behind;

But each, impell'd by secret grace,

His way to Canaan find.

We know it must be done,
For God hath spoke the word:
All Israel shall the Saviour own,
To their first state restored:
Rebuilt by His command,
Jerusalem shall rise;

Her temple on Moriah stand
Again, and touch the skies.

All hymnsarefromthe Christian
Israelite Hymn Book 2



InLuke' sGospel chapter 15 Jesusgave
three parables. Each one dealt with a loss.
How did each know that there was a loss?
By taking acensus; the shepherd of hissheep,

the woman of her coin collection and the
prodigal sontaking stock of hiscircumstances
and hisloss from having moved from hisfa-

ther’'shouse. Each exampleisatype of cen-
sus and each one has a different application.
There are many reasons for taking a census.

It may beto find what has been lost, or what
has been gained, or to have a basis to build

on for afuture, or to find what direction we

need to follow in the future or just for inter-

est’ssake. Thisalso appliesin our relation-
- ship with God.

Another way wemight look at numbers
is, does the fact that in this instance Jesus
used three parables to make a point
mean that it is of greater impor-
tance than one in which He only
used oneparable? Or isit because
spiritual and heavenly things are
impossible to express in earthly
terms and the meaning must be
gleaned from a fusion of the
ideas? In these parables each
contains aseparate message al-
though all contain one major
message.
First it appears that Je-
sus was pointing out to the
Scribesand Phariseeswherethey
fell downintheir actionsand was attempting
to guide them asto how they should be work-
ing; second, a lesson for all that we might
become better followers of His examples by
diligently seeking Histruths; third, that God's
love and forgiveness is extended to al who
sincerely seek for it. We should realise that
we must continue to seek for that gift which
when found will cause usto rejoice greatly.
Expanding on thefirst. Throughout Je-
sus ministry Hewasat oddswith the Scribes
and Pharisees. In these parables Jesus was
attempting to make them aware of their fail-
ings but unfortunately it fell on deaf ears.

Instead of working to bring lost peopleto the
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grace of God, these groups condemned Jesus
even for associating with publicans and sin-
ners and in their hypocritical way believed
themselves to be closer to God than others.
Jesus said of Hismission* | am not cometo
call therighteous but sinnersto repentance’

Matthew 9:13. Thisattitude of the Pharisees
isreflected in the words Jesus spoke prior to
His giving us the sample ‘Lord’'s Prayer’ in
St. Matthew’sgospel chapter 6. Inthisillus-
tration Jesus showsthat the sinner with little
knowledge and sincere faith who humbles
himself before God is more acceptable than
the Pharisee whose faith isin his works and
learning. The Pharisee, in a spirit of boast-
fulnessand pride, proclaimsto theworld how
good he is, condemning the sinner who is
humbling himself before God. Eventheir ac-
tions belied their belief. Of this Jesus said
that they paid tithe of mint and anise and
cummin and the smallest herb but neglected
the moreimportant matters of law, judgment,
faith and mercy. What they did should not
be neglected but the more important matters
should be given more weight and not ne-
glected at all (Matthew 23:23). Their works,
as ours today, should be in our faith and not
our faith in our works. It was James who
said in his epistle (James 2:17-18), “ Even
so faith, if it hath not worksisdead......show
me thy faith without thy works, and | will
show thee my faith by my works’. This
showsthat faith comes beforeworks. James
went on later in his epistle to say that if we
offend in one point we are guilty of al (James
2:10).

Inthe second parablethewidow isseek-
ing the piece which she haslost. Thisisthe
natural thing todoinour physical life. If we
lose something welook for it. Inthecreation
Adamlost hisplacein Paradise, that is, dwell-
ing in the Spirit of God, by sin. Today we
should be seeking that which Adam lost - to
dwell again in the Spirit of God. God ap-
pointed Adam and his descendantsto be over
Hiscreationwhilst living in Paradise. Adam
and we who are his descendants lost that
privilegeby sin. For al have sinned and come

short of theglory of God (Romans 3:23). God
has however prepared away for usto return.
We must first accept the sacrifice of Jesusas
the means of having sin forgiven. Thiswill
assure us a place in the resurrection. Then
we must seek for that Spirit which was lost
to Adam. We have lost understanding and
communion with God and must search dili-
gently in our efforts to find it. Our actions
will prove our faith. Thisseeking processis
described by Paul in Romans chapter 5,
where, when having been justified by faith
we must seek through grace, tribulation, pa-
tience and hopefor the gift of the Holy Ghost.
Thisisthe piecewhichwaslost. Soul salva-
tionisassured at the first resurrection by the
sacrifice of Jesus but to dwell in the Spirit,
the piecewhich Adamlost, will redeem man
back from the wages of sin, which is death
(Romans 6:23).

The prodigal son in the third parable
who left the protection of his father’s house
(God's Spirit) was enticed into sin with its
reward of evil circumstances. From therethe
son took areckoning or census of hisstation
as compared to those of hisfather’s servants
who had remained in the protection of hisfa-
ther and realised he must in humility seek
againfor that protection. Thereareanumber
of other lessons also that can be gained from
this parable.

We can seethat thereis something lost
which can befound with diligent search. Life
inthe resurrection isthe gift of God through
the sacrifice of Jesus given by grace and not
earned. For this only the works of faith as
set out in Hebrews 6:1-3 are needed. The
piece that was lost is the Spirit which can
lead us to become as brothers and sistersin
Jesus. Jesus showed the way by living and
fulfilling the Law (the teachings of Moses)
and giving usthe Gospel. If weareto betrue
followers of Him we must take a census of
ourselves and seek to live in the Spirits of
Christ and the Holy Ghost. Thiswill be the
preparation to receiving the piece which was
lost and over which there will be great
rejoicing.00



Debug Your Bible:

Was There a Census?

qOu b

“ And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when
Cyreniuswas governor of Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every oneinto his own city”
Luke2:1-3

Historiansrai se numerous arguments about this passage, the main objections being:
1. There is no record in the history books (especially the Roman ones) of this census

having taken place, or the results from this census.

2. Some historians say that Joseph would not have been forced to travel to Bethlehem for
enrolment, and much less expected to take Mary with him - thisargument will be dealt
within alittle detail |ater.

3. Some historians argue that a Roman census could not have been held in Palestine
during thereign of Herod - Herod'sreign and hislifeare dealt with later in thisarticle
and in afurther articlein thisissue.

4. Because the historian Josephus does not mention this census, historians assumeit did

ot take place - but there is another sideto this argument.

8tus was emperor of the Roman Empire from 30BC to 29th August
d as absolute monarch over the Roman Empire. The background of all
: t isRoman and the areaknown asthe Roman Empire would have been
led as yorld', thus ataxing of thewholeworld did not mean the wholeworld as

put the * known’ world of the Roman Empire.

ould have recorded the name, occupation, property and kindred and
been recordedTh the public registers of the city - it is the absence of this record that has
caused so much misunderstanding and conjecture. The census probably took place for
taxing rather than military reasons, as the Jews were exempt from military service. At
this stage Syriawas atributary to Rome, although they nominally had their own king, in
this case, Herod the Great.

It isinteresting to note the importance placed in Rome's approved historians, such
as Josephus, and the amount of accuracy attributed to them, both then and now. The
argument generally runsthat because Josephus does not mention this Censustaking place,
therefore this census did not take place. This, unfortunately, does not take into account
the historical accuracy of both Josephus, as a historian, and Luke. Historians record
eventsin the order of importance in which they, as observers and recorders, observe it.
Josephus mentions many thingsin hisworkswhich are not mentioned el sewhere, but the
authenticity of Josephusisnot called into question - rather we are looking at the point of
view of two excellent historians, Josephuswhose allegiance and income came from Rome
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and L uke whose all egiance was to Jesus Christ and who was not dependent on hisrecord
keeping for hisincome. It is generally accepted that on the matter of Christian history
pertaining to the areasin question, L uke has proved to be more reliable and trustworthy
than Josephus.

An enrolment as described in the Gospel of Lukeis extremely probablein light of
Augustus'spolitical manéeuvres- Augustuswasworking throughout for amore effective
centralisation and.organisation of hisempire. For his purpose an enrolment would have
been necessary: Many historians have now shown that during the 1st century AD a
censuswas held regularly every 14 yearsor so, and that one was probably held at thetime
of the birth of Jesus.

Augustus was generally regarded as awise ruler - characteristic of Augustus's ac-
tionstowards asubject people being that he gave consideration to their national customs.
Since Augustus had had the enrolment made through Herod, who ruled as king of the
Jews, it goeswithout saying that the Jewish custom wasfollowed to | et theinhabitants go
totheir original nativecity for thetaxing. Thusthe statement is confirmed that everyone
had to go into his own city to be enrolled. Joseph, born of the house of David, had to go
to Bethlehem. An interesting aspect of a Roman census was that women also had to pay
taxes, but it was not necessary for her to go in person. Joseph may well have been
concerned that Mary’s *time” was near;, or many other reasons may have precipitated the
decision for Joseph to take Mary with him.

Interestingly anoticeof C. Vibius Maximus, aprefect of Egypt (AD104), which has
been discovered shows that the manner of enrolment described by L uke agreeswith what
was also the custom in Egypt. All who are away from home are instructed to return to
their ordinary abodesfor the enrolment.

Herod the Great was not aKing in the true sense of the word - he was only avassal
king under the overlordship of the emperor. Josephusrel atesthat during thelast years of
hisreign Augustus demanded an oath of fidelity fromall Jews. It would be natural then to
order a general taxing of the Palestinian inhabitants. Herod, though, would have had
liberty with the arranging of the census under. the guidelines of Jewish custom. The need
for acensus would have become more urgent with the advanced age and impaired health
of Herod the Great - Augustus would have had to'make preparations for the future of
Pal estine after the demise of Herod the Great.

Cyreniug/Quirinius as history records him was Governor of Syriaat a much later
period than King Herod's rule, but it is recorded that he was Roman consul in 12BC and
thuswould qualify him to beagovernor of aRoman area. History hasleft arecord of the
governorsfrom 12BC to 4BC but from 4BC to AD4(which timeincorporates the census
and birth of Jesus) the names are not given. There is ample evidence to suggest that
Cyreniuswas governor of Syriatwice

Luke describes the taxing as the first and that it took place when Quirinius was
Governor of Syria. The Greek word protos means first but it also means ‘before’. On
translation of the Scripturesadifferent meaning can be gained by inserting beforeinstead
of first, ie. * And thistaxing was before Cyrenius was made governor of Syria” asinJohn
1:15,30; 15:18. With thisapplication the Bible becomes aligned with recorded and acces-
siblehistorical fact. We know that when Archelaus (the son of King Herod) was deposed
and banished by Augustusin AD6 Judaeawas reduced to the status of a Roman province,
governed by a prefect appointed directly by the emperor and responsible to him. The
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legatefor Syriaat thetime of Archelaus'sdeposition wasP. Sulpicius Quirinius (Cyrenius);
he had the task of holding a census to determine the amount of tribute which the new
province might be expected to pay into theimperia exchequer. Of significance hereisthe
public’s reaction to thistaxation, “ After this man rose up Judas of Galilee in the days of
the taxing, and drew away much people after him: he also perished; and all, even as
many as obeyed him, were dispersed” Acts5:37. Josephus gives amuch fuller account,
according to him Judas of Galilee together with a Pharisee named Sadduk, raised the
standard of revolt because they held it to be intolerabl e that tribute should be paid by the
people of God to a Gentile monarch; indeed, to acquiesce in such astate of affairswould
be high treason to God, who alonewas I srael’ sking. Of course, the reaction of the masses
may also be attributed to the Romanness of the implementation - this time they did not
have Herod to intervene for them, being conscious of their habits and customs as he was
- thistime they had the census and taxation instituted in the Roman way with no consid-
eration to the Jewish customs and practices of the people, but with suppression and domi-
nation. Josephus at no stage mentions that this census was the first census - one would
think that if it wasthe first, that alone would have been worthy of noting.

PR Archaeology iscontinually turning up moreand
more evidence in support of statements made in the
Bible, previously argued and contended against, and
giving usthe evidence needed to support the factual -
# ness of the Biblical accounts. Luke has been cred-
-4 ited by some ashaving made amistake, but thisseems

¢ 0o simplean answer for aman asthorough an histo-
rian as Luke was. Through excavations at Antioch
there has been the discovery of a fragment with a
24 Roman inscription which produced the surprising fact
' that Quiriniushad been in Syriaonce before hisgov-
ernorship on amission from the Emperor Augustus
in the days of Saturninusthe pro-consul. At that timehis
assignment had been purely military. He led a campaign against the Homonadenses, a
tribein the Taurusmountainsin AsiaMinor. Quiriniusestablished his seat of government
aswell as his headquarters in Syria between 10 and 7 BC, thus fitting much better than
AD 6 and establishing the birth of Jesus as being around 7 BC.

It is always interesting, when it comes to the Bible evidence, that mankind would
rather discredit first and believe later, but with political historians, writing for profession,
gain, or their master’s approval, they will be granted absoluteness in testimony far and
abovethat ever granted to the historiansin the sacred writings. Perhapswe should start to
analysetheincongruitiesof thisanalysis, and treat the historian with more suspicion, or at
least widen our range of historians, especially since more and more, archaeol ogy isbring-
ing to light evidence proving the Scriptures, and showing uswhat the historian omitted.O
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Architectural Aspirations

The following article is based upon a Sermon preached by John Wroe, at Sydney,
New South Wales on the 28th January, 1844. The venue for the sermon was the Old
Racecourse that is no longer in existence but which is now Hyde Park in Sydney.

“Now if any man build upon this foun-
dation gold, silver, precious stones, wood,
hay, stubble; every man’swork shall be made
manifest: for the day shall declareit, because
it shall berevealed by fire; and thefire shall
try every man's work of what sort it is’ 1
Corinthians 3:12,13.

Therearethree main doctrinal pointsto
be gained from thistext. Firstly thereader
must return to the creation to find out the
meaning of these different builders, who
they are, the different materials with which
they build, and the different mansionsto which
they belong. “Declaring the end from the
beginning” Isaiah 46:10. In Genesis 1:16 it
isdeclared that on the fourth day of the crea-
tion“ God madetwo great lights, and set them
in the firmament: the lesser to rulethe night,
and the greater to rulethe day” and Genesis
37:9,10 tells us that “ Joseph said, | have
dreamed a dream more; the sun and the
moon, and the eleven stars made obeisance
to me. And his father said, Shall | and thy
mother, and thy brethren bow down to thee?” ,
Hebeing thefigure of Jesus, that all menwere
to bow down to.

Now whether had the woman or theman
the greater light? When Satan came to tempt
them, thewoman reasoned with Satan, and told
him of the tree which wasin the midst of the
garden of which they were commanded not to
eat; but the immortal bride being withdrawn
fromtheearth (ie. the body of thewoman) till
the sixth day (see 2 Esdras 7:26), Satan’s
power was stronger than the mortal bride (ie.
the woman), and he overcame her. Thus, the
lesser light rulesasthe greater light waswith-
drawn from the earth. “ For the creature was
made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by
reason of him who hath subjected the same

in hope” Romans 8:20.

Now Adam did not reason with the
woman, as she reasoned with Satan, but
blamed his Cresator for giving him thewoman,
which proveshislight to belessthan thewom-
an's, yet God said unto him, her desire should
beto him, and he should rule over her, so that
thefruit of thetree of which they should have
eaten, was hid till the sixth day. Jesus com-
pares thisto awoman hiding leaven in three
measures of meal, till Christ should send the
bride, the other Comforter, with the light of
theday. “ If | go not away the Comforter will
not come unto you” John 16:7. “ The time
shall come that these tokens which | have
told thee shall come to pass, and the bride
shall appear, and she coming forth shall be
seen” 2 Esdras 7:26. “ And thisisthe name
wherewith she shall be called, The Lord our
Righteousness” Jeremiah 33:16. Then she
should rule over the evil of the man, as the
evil had ruled over them, Christ her husband,
having Satan under his feet. “ For he must
reign till he hath put all enemies under his
feet” 1 Corinthians 15:25. “ The holy Jeru-
salem descending out of heaven from God,
and her light was like unto a stone most pre-
cious......... " Revelation 21:10,11.

“ His going forth is from the end of the
heaven, and his circuit unto the ends of it:
and thereisnothing hid fromthe heat thereof.
Their line is gone out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world (ie.
Christ and the bride). In them hath he set a
tabernacle for the sun, which is as a bride-
groom coming out of his chamber, and
rejoiceth as a strong man to run a race”
Psalm 19:6,4,5. And hesaid*“ let thembefor
signs, and for seasons, and days and years”
Genesis 1:14. The signs are three, the sea-



sonsarethree, thedaysarethree, and theyears
are three. According to the words of the
prophet Hosea 6:2, the days are three; Jesus
likewise shewsthat the creation isthree days.
Note Luke 13:33, wherein He says* He must
walk today, and tomorrow, and the day fol-
lowing” (having 2000 years in each day).
“ The kingdom of heaven islike unto leaven,
which a woman took, and hid in three meas-
ures of meal, till the whole was leavened”

(being three dispensations) Matthew 13:33.
The prophet Isaiah prophesies of the three
yearsin 37:30, “ Ye shall eat this year such
asgroweth of itself; and the second year that
which springeth of the same (ie. the evil of
the tree): and in the third year sow ye, and
reap, and plant vineyards, and eat the fruit
thereof” . Sothebeginning; for all thesethree
prophets agreein the three dispensations, the
beginning from the ending.

Thenight is set figurative of the build-
ersof theincorruptible. Thestarsare set figu-
rative of the builders of the mortal, which is
the man and the woman, being the bride and
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whichthe Scriptures (Revelation 20:4) declare
shall liveand reign with Him athousand years.
Man and woman being placed asliving trees,
and the trees being pruned on the sixth day,
or sixth thousand years, that Jesus who is
called the bright and morning star, shewed
them thelight of theincorruptible, of the mor-
tal bridegroom and bride, and of the immor-
tal bridegroom and bride, whichisChrist and
Jerusalem Above (being thelight of thethird
dispensation). “ That they might be called
trees of righteousness, the planting of the
Lord, that he might be glorified” .

Now to return to the text, the different
builders. Inthefirst dispensation, Enos and
his brethren built with stubble, for the incor-
ruptiblelife, in thefaith of the promise of the
woman'’s seed, being under no transgression
but the death of the natural body. In the sec-
ond dispensation the material for the building
was changed, Moses and his brethren built
with hay, for theincorruptiblelife, inthefaith
of the promise of thewoman’sseed. TheLord
sent Moses with the Law, that without the
shedding of blood there should be no remis-
sion of sins (Hebrews 9:22) the slain goat be-
ing set figurative of the woman’s seed,
that the soul that sinned should die the
second death, unlesshebelieved
and repented.

In the third dispensation
thematerial for the building was
again changed, sacrifice being
taken away, Jesusthe seed of the
woman and his brethren built
withwood, for theincorruptible
- life. Satan here stood to with-
stand him, that there was a
breach made in his house by
Adam, hisbrother (thesearethe
two brothers who have no
earthly father), and contended
for hislife. “ But forasmuch as
he had not to pay, his lord
(Christ) commanded him to be
sold, and hiswife, and children,
and all that he had, and pay-
ment to be made" Matthew
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18:25. “And | said unto them, If
ye think good, give me my price; and if not,
forbear. So they weighed for my price thirty
pieces of silver” Zechariah 11:12.
“ Then Judas, which had betrayed him, when
he saw that he was condemned, repented
himself, and brought again the thirty pieces
of silver to the chief priests and elders, say-
ing, | have sinned in that | have betrayed
the innocent blood. And they said, What is
that to us? See thou to that” Matthew
27:3,4.

Now the blood of the woman’'s seed,
Jesus, was shed for the two debtorswhich had
nothing to pay with (Luke 7:41,42); which
was he that repented before he died, which
owed fifty pence to hislord (but still was a
debtor to the death of the body, that which
was pronounced upon Adam not being re-
moved, theword of God being unchangeable).
“To him that worketh not, but believeth on
him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is
counted for righteousness’ Romans 4.5, he
that believeth on the Son of God though his
body die the first death, his soul should be
saved from the second degth. “ Dividing asun-
der of soul and spirit” Hebrews4:12. “ The
spirit shall return to God that gave it”
Ecclesiastes 12:7. “ In the grave the cham-
bers of souls are like the womb of a woman”
2 Esdras 4:41. The second debtor being he
which died unrepented, who owed five hun-
dred pence, being under both deaths, the death
of the body and the death of the soul (Revela-
tion 11:11,12).

Now when the Law and Gospel, which
arethetwo witnesses, had laid three daysand
ahalf inthe streets (being two thousand years
ineach day, and onethousand for the half day),
avoice camefrom heaven saying, “ Comeup
hither” Revelation 4:1; 11:12. “ Whosoever
was not found written in the book of life was
cast into the lake of fire” Revelation 20:15
(whichisthedevil that deceived them), which
isthe ending for the incorruptible, being the
ending of thethird dispensation for them that
are dead, and are to die. Now as Jesus laid
down hislifefor all men, al men have apart

in his life according to their different man-
sions (Hebrews 2:14). For heisthe Saviour
of al men, but especially them that believe
(Heisthe Saviour of them that believe at the
first resurrection, and the Saviour of them that
believenot, at thefinal resurrection - 1 Timo-
thy 4:10; 1 Corinthians 5:5). He laid down
his life to destroy the devil. “ All things are
delivered to me of my Father” Matthew
11:27. “Those that thou gavest me | have
kept, and none of themislost, but the son of
perdition (the devil)” John 17:12. So if the
blood of Jesus had not been shed, that a pay-
ment might bemade, all Adam’srace had been
cast into the lake of fire. Now when death
cameto man, thefire cameto prove hisworks
of what sort they were of.

Secondly the different foundations.
In thefirst dispensation Enoch built with sil-
ver and gold, for themortal life; he sinned not
after the similitude of Adam hisfather, he be-
ing under no transgression, but the death of
the body. “ Nevertheless death reigned from
Adamto Moses, even over them that had not
sinned after the similitude of Adam'’s trans-
gression, who isthe figure of himthat wasto
come” Romans 5:14. The Lord Jehovah by
him overcame this, he kept him from eating
of the tree in its forbidden state (Genesis
5:22), hewalked with God and God took him.
When death cameto try hisworks, hisworks
stood thefire, the silver and gold with which
hebuilt brought himinto theimage of a per-
fect man, immortal. This is he which built
with silver and gold for thefirst dispensation,
or season, or day, or year.

Inthe second dispensation, season, day
or year, Elijah built with gold and silver, for
themortdl life, in keeping the command which
was given to Adam, and the law which was
given to Moses, and the Lord by him over-
came both deaths (being the death of the body
and the death of the soul). When death came,
whichisthefireto prove hisworks, hisgold
which he had built with brought him into the
image of aperfect man. Chariotsof fire, and
horsemen of firewere seen, which he entered
into, and God took him by awhirlwind. Here



is the work of Elijah, being
made the work of a perfect man,
immortal, for the second dis-
pensation, season, day or Yyear.

Thethird season, day or year, the mate-
rial was again changed by the Gospel; Jesus
built with precious stones, for the mortal life.
Now this Jesus, the woman’s seed, His body
was not conceived of the mortal life of the
tares (the evil of the tree), and he built with
precious stones by keeping both law and gos-
pel, showing faith and worksin perfection that
both the dead and the living might see that
God had created man to be incorruptible,
mortal and immortal (ie. celestial and terres-
trial), an image of his own eternity. “ Thou
shalt not remove thy neighbour’s landmark,
which they of old time have set in thine in-
heritance” Deuteronomy 19:14. Whichisa
figure of the land of Israel, men’'s bodies.
“ And ye my flock, the flock of my pasture,
aremen” Ezekiel 34:31. Thelaw of God is
the mark which divides every man’sinherit-
ance; and the mark for theincorruptible body
to put on incorruption, and the mortal to be
made perfect man, and for the mortal to be
made man and God, immortal, in the image
of God's own eternity (Wisdom of Solomon
2:23).

Though Satan strove against man that
it should not be so, in tempting Jesus, the
woman'’s seed, asthewoman wastemptedin
the Creation, by having life tempted in the
Creation, by having life and good and death
and evil with her, but Jesuschoselifeand good
that He and His seed might live. “ He shall
see his seed” Isaiah 53:10. “He must in-
crease, but | must decrease” John 3:30. And
he said in John 14:12, “ He that believeth in
him should not perish, but have eternal life.”
In Luke 13:6,7, Jesus spake this parable: “ A
certain man had afig tree planted in hisvine-
yard; and he came and sought fruit thereon
and found none. Then said he unto the
dresser of his vineyard, behold, these three
years (which are the three dispensations) |
come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and find
none; cut it down; why cumbreth it the
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ground? And he answering said unto him,
Lord, let it alone this year also (which is a
figure of the seventh thousand years) till |
dig about it, and dung it: and if it bear fruit,
well; and if not, then after that thou shalt cut
it down (which arethosewhich have remained
intheir mortal livesathousand yearswithout
the death of their natural bodies, their adver-
sary being bound from them - it being the sev-
enth thousand years)” .

“l saw an angel come down from
heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit
and a great chain in his hand. And he laid
hold on the dragon, that old serpent, whichis
the devil, and satan, and bound him a thou-
sand years, and cast him into the bottomless
pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him,
that he should deceive the nations no more
till thethousand yearsshall befulfilled”. This
is the thousand years of the Millennium for
those that remain in their mortal life (Isaiah
11:9) that “ They shall not destroy in all my
holy mountain, but that the earth (the body
of man) should be full of the knowledge of
the Lord” .

Thirdly thebuilder for theimmortal
life. Inthethird dispensation, Jesus built with
precious stonesand hesaid in John 14:2, “ In
my father’s house are many mansions; if it
were not so | would have told you.”

Now the above are the different man-
sions, and the best mansion is this: The Im-
mortal Church, which Hesaid Hewould build
onthesixthday. “ Uponthisrock I will build
my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail againstit” Matthew 16:18. And these
are they who the light of the day isrevealed
to, they having both faith and works, their
reward being not of grace, but of debt owing
to them, the Immortality of their natural bod-
ies (Jesus by His blood having paid the debt
of hisbrother, Adam * To loose thosethat are
appointed to death” Psalm 102:20). “ For
they kept their father’s commandment, and
forsook not the law of their mother” Prov-
erbs 6:20.

“ He that hath my commandments and
keepeh them, he it is that loveth me.....If a



man love me he will keep my words; and my
Father will love him, and we will come unto
him, and make our abode with him" John
14:21,23. “ Other sheep | have, which are
not of thisfold (not of theincorruptible)” John
10:16. “And | give unto them eternal life;
and they shall never perish (their natural
bodies)” John 10:28. For Jesus said, “ He
that knew his lord’swill, and did it not, was
beaten with many stripes’ Luke 12:47. “ For
by his stripes are they healed” |saiah 53:5.
And they that knew not his will, were base-
begots and not sons; whose bodies are given
tothefurnace of theearth (1 Corinthians5:5).
He that should have his father’swife (which
istheforbiddentree) should be delivered unto
Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that the
Spirit might be saved in the day of the Lord
Jesus (to receive a spiritual body at the first
or final resurrection, the soul being raised
spiritual for the spirit to dwell in “ For by
means of a whorish woman a man is brought
toapieceof bread” Proverbs6:26 - whichis
the woman’s seed, the body of Jesus, which
Adam was not forbid to eat of in the Crea-
tion).

They that died, not having repented,

ThePrinceof Everlasting Peace
Doth hear hislsr'el'sprayer,

And comesand makestheir sorr owscease,

Who'velong'd toseehim here.

He comes, and makesan end of sin,
And all which hereoffends;
Hebringshisgloriouskingdomin,
And Satan'skingdom ends.

Hemakesthekingdomsof thisworld
Thekingdom of theL ord;
Hisglory will behereunfurl'd
AccordingtoHisword.

chose the darkness of the night,
and refused the light of it
and have their part in the sec-
ond death till the final res-
urrection, which is the debtor
that owed five hundred pence.
But those that have the light
of the night, and keepeth ift,
their faith is counted unto them
for righteousness in the first
resurrection, being the debtor
which owed fifty pence. But

unto them which have the light
of the day and keepeth it, it
putteth out the light of the
night in them. *“He that followeth
me shall not walk in darkness but have the
light of life” John 8:12. They hav-
ing both faith and works, ful-
filling James’ words in chap-
ter 2 verse 2, “ Seest thou how faith
wrought with his works, and by works was
faith made perfect?” *“In whom all the
building fitly framed together, groweth unto
an holy temple, in the Lord” Ephesians

2:21. They having the Spirit
of Christ and the Bride dwell-
ing with their own  spirits
within their natural temples,
making them man and God, im-
mortal. “That | may cause those that
love me to inherit substance(being their
natural bodies)” Proverbs 8:21.
They being made like the Im-

mortal Bride and Bridegroom -
“ These are they which were not defiled with
women, for they are virgins(not being

defiled with the tree in its
forbidden state)” Revelation
14:4.0



Expand Your

Bible;

Who? and How

How many times have we opened our
Bible read and opened at “the begats’ or at
some genealogy. Often we tend to think of
these readings as tedious and uninteresting
but if they are studied they can give some
very interesting information, such as when
various characters lived and how they were
related to each other. It isfeasible to sup-
pose that Adam could have spoken to Noah.
It is interesting to note the length of a
generation - as man’slife span decreased, so
did the span of ageneration.

Oneinteresting geneal ogy isthat of Je-
sus as recorded in Matthew’s Gospel Chap-
ter 1. Thetypes of people mentioned in this
genealogy reveal the broad scope of thosewho
made up the people of God as well as the
genealogy of Jesus ....Jacaob, Judah, David,
Solomon, Boaz, Ruth....., what a variety of
ancestors. Thisancestry isdivided intothree
sections, each of 14 generations:

- Abraham to David

- David to the exile in Babylon

- From the exile to Christ.

Maybe Matthew liked 14's (or 2 lots of
seven)!

How many is a question that is often
raised - not only today with a censustaken at
regular intervals but also in Biblical times.
InBiblical timesthe peopleweremainly num-
bered when it was time to go to war, and
counting usually applied only to males able
to fight - possibly from 20 upwards. They
werein general numbered according to their
tribe and where they lived. The census was
just part of thefighting preparation.

However one census, that recordedin 2
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; Samuel 24, was com-
pletely different. There wasno
imminent threat to the country, and no
need to number military fighters, but David,
for some reason, decided to take acensus. It
would seem (from the Biblical account) that
this action was inspired by Satan and
displeased theLord. David'sdecisionor wish
it seems was merely for his own satisfaction
and pridein the size of the empire he had ac-
quired or to give him “security” by knowing
he had asizeable reserve of manpower to call
onif needed. Initself thetaking of the census
was not wrong, but both motives showed pride
and a move away from trust in and depend-
ence on God.

Joab, David's chief of army queried
David'sactions, “ Why doesmy Lord theking
want to do such athing?” Neverthelessthe
King's orders prevailed and a census was
taken throughout the land. It took 9 months
and twenty days to complete the count, the
censusshowing that in Israel therewereeight



hundred thousand and in Judah five hundred
thousand able-bodied men.

But then disaster! David suddenly had
an attack of consciencerealising he had acted
in pride and against God’'s command. The
prophet Gad came to David telling him he
would be punished and alowing him to choose
oneof three optionsashis punishment. David
said, “1 am in deep distress, let us fall into
the hands of the Lord for his mercy is great;
but do not let me fall into the hands of men”
(2 Samuel 24:4 N1V). The peoplewere pun-
ished with a plague which killed 70,000.
David was overcome with remorse and
pleaded with the Lord, “1 am the one who
has sinned and done wrong. These are but
sheep. What have they done? Let your hand
fall on me and my family” 2 Samuel 24:17.

This was certainly a census that had
gonewrong. (Therest of 2 Samuel chapter
24 tells how God was merciful and accepted
David'spleafor forgiveness.)

Another census of great significanceis
mentioned in Luke2:1. “ And it cameto pass
in those days that there went out a decree
from Caesar Augustus that all the world
should betaxed” , or asrecorded in NIV ver-
sion “ In those days Caesar Augustus issued
a decreethat a census should be taken of the
entire Roman world”. The census figures
were used for military service and taxation
and although Jewswere exempted from mili-
tary servicethey still had to pay poll tax. (Poll
tax was atax levied on every person above a
certain age). All had to return to the city of
their birth for this taxing and as Joseph was
of the lineage of David, he had to return to
Bethlehem. Mary, too, was of the house of
David and was required to enrol. In Syria,
the Roman province in which Palestine was
located, women twelve years of age and older
wererequired to pay poll tax and thereforeto

register.

What strange and wonderful ways God
has of fulfilling prophecy. Normally Joseph
and Mary would have remained in Nazareth
with the birth of their child so close, but here
they were, Mary “ great with child” setting
out on a journey of abut 120 kilometres (75
miles) either walking or riding adonkey - what
an undertaking! But God used the decreeof a
pagan emperor to fulfil the prophecy of Micah
5:2,* But thou, Bethlehem, Ephratah, though
thou be little among the thousands of Judah
yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me
that isto beruler in Israel”.

A prophecy made hundreds of years
earlier being fulfilled by this decree or Cen-
sus! If there had not been so many travellers
at thistime, accommodation would of course
have been much easier to find - so the census
too hasforced Mary and Joseph to the stable
and brought about thefulfilment of many other
prophecies. Wewould imaginethat Mary, at
thetime of the baby’ s conception would never
have thought that he would have beenbornin
Bethlehem and in a stable at that!

God of courseisomniscient (all know-
ing) and does not need to take a census to
know how many peopletherearein thisworld
and how many are Hisfaithful followers. He
goes even further in counting and weread in
Luke 12:6,7 “ Are not five sparrows sold for
two farthings and not one of themis forgot-
ten before God? But even the very hairs of
your head are all numbered. Fear not there-
fore: ye are of more value than many spar-
rows’ .

Yes, we all count with God. Each one
is an individual and each one is of value to
Him.

What awonderful thought to keep with
us'O



Living for Jesus

Do you ever talk to Jesus? You can you know! Thisisastory
about a girl who came to know Jesus better by trying to please Jesus.

Kelly was at Sunday School and they were singing a song about
"living for Jesus’. Asshewalked home from Church, she was hum-
ming the song, and she suddenly asked, "What doesit mean when
we say, 'living for Jesus, Mother?”

"Well," said mother, "It meansthat you spend your wholelife
living the way Jesus wantsyou to. You are always thinking of Jesus
and trying to make Him happy."

"But how can | make Him happy when Heis so far away?"
asked Kelly. Mother was quick to reply, "But He's not far away;
Jesusiswith usall thetime. You know, when you go to school and
you leave me at home, and Daddy goes to work, and we are all
apart, Jesusiswith all of usaways," explained Mother.

"But what makes Jesus happy, Mother?' asked Kelly.

"You think about it yourself, Kelly," replied Mother, "What
things do you think would make Jesus happy ?"

Just then they arrived home, and Daddy and brother Peter joined
inthe conversation.

"Well," said Kelly, "I think it would make Jesus happy if | told
thetruthand didn'tlie."

"Another thing too, | think it would be good if | could be niceto
peopleand | didn't say nasty things," added Kelly.

"Yes, you should be nice to your brother," added Peter.

It was Daddy's turn to say something, and he added, "Remember
how Jesus told usto love our enemies and be good to them, not just
to our friends?’

"We al so make Jesus happy when we are kind and thoughtful to
others and try to help people when we can," said Mother.

Sandra Pethick



"We make Jesus happy when we smile," added
Kelly, "and when we are thankful for al the good
thingswe have."

Peter was being very thoughtful now, and
added, "1 think it would make Jesus happy when we
talk to Him and say our prayers.”

The next day Kelly wastrying to think of all the
things they had spoken about to make Jesus happy.
She said her prayers, and said thank you to Jesus for
thelovely sleep she had had and for looking after
her and her family. She smiled at her family, even
Peter, and tried hard to help around the house. At
school she was being so niceto everyone, evento a
girl shedidn't like much. Kelly helped alady who
had dropped her books and another small child who
had fallen over, and she kept thinking about trying to
make Jesus happy.

That afternoon, after school, sheran home. As
she arrived at the kitchen door where Mother was
working, Mother asked, "What isit Kelly, what's
happened to make you look so happy?'

"I've had awonderful day, Mother, today |
lived for Jesus!" exclamed Kelly.

What about you, children, do you try to live for
Jesus? Do you, really? That means not thinking
about what we want but trying to think about what
Jesus wants. Jesus has promised that if we do His
will, He will look after usand blessus. What a
wonderful promise! Why not belike Kelly and
decideto try to live for Jesus. Why not make up
your mind thisvery day, thisvery minute, and live
for Jesus!
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During Old Testament Times when something was to be set aside for spe-
cia usein the worship of God, it was often anointed with oil to show its
specia purpose. Persons who were to be God's special servants were also
often anointed. Hereisalist of things and persons that were anointed in
thisway. Can you find them in the puzzle?
Altar
Ark
Tabernacle
Vessels
Aaron
David
Elisha
Hazael
Jehoahaz
Jehoash
Jehu
Saul
Solomon




All Round Health
Arthritis

Arthritis, asisnameimplies, is associ-
ated with inflammation and stiffness of the
joints. Osteoarthritisand Rheumatoid arthri-
tis are the two most common types although
there are many others.

Osteoarthritisoccursafter injury or with
age and usually affectsone or afew joints at
atime. It developsasaresult of the continu-
ous wearing away of the cartilage in ajoint.
Cartilage, as the diagram shows, covers the
ends of the bones and allows them to slide
more easily over each other as the joint is
moved. When sudden or long term injury
occurs, or poor nutritional factors, or perhaps
an adverseresponseto chemical s parasitesor
other invading organisms, the structure of the
bones and cartilage may begin to change.
Rough spots devel op on the bones, the carti-
lage beginsto thin and finally when the carti-
lageisworn away enough the rough surfaces
of the bones rub together causing pain and
stiffness.  Osteoarthritis usually affects the
weight bearing joints, such ashipsand knees.
The sufferer feels stiffness and pain in the
jointsespecially during damp weather, inthe
morning, or after strenuous activity.

Rheumatoid arthritisisassociated more
with animmune system response. It hasbeen
suggested that rheumatoid arthritisis caused
by the immune system being unable to pro-
duce enough antibodiesto fight aviral infec-
tioninthejoint or that the antibodies produced
are not specific enough and hurt both normal
and infected cells. Researcher Hilda Clarke
believes that rheumatoid arthritis is a result
of the infection of the joint by parasites and

James Harrison

the attempt of the body to get rid of them.
Rheumatoid arthritis destroys the cartilage
and tissuesin and around thejointsand often
the bone surfaces themselves. The body re-
places the damaged tissues with scar tissue
causing the spaces between the joints to be-
come narrow and fuse together. This causes
the stiffening and crippling onset of the dis-
ease. Symptoms of rheumatoid arthritis in-
clude: swelling and paininthejoints, fatigue,
anaemia, weight loss, and fever. Thesesymp-
toms often disappear and recur at alater date.

The following are suggestions for the
treatment of arthritis:

1. Wear jogging shoes, massage san-
dals or some other means to provide extra
cushioning of knee, hip and spinal joints.

2. Avoid night shade foods eg. potato,
tomato, egg plant, chili and capsicum, asthese
often affect arthritis conditions.

3. Food allergy testing, and the elimi-
nation of problem foodsfromthediet may give
symptomatic relief.

4. Improving digestion by supplement-
ing with digestive enzymesand taking alittle
apple cider vinegar with meals. This aso
helpsovercomefood allergies.

5. Avoid nutritional patterns that de-
crease immunity, eg. smoking, processed
foods, alcohol, tea and coffee. Also reduce
red meat intake.

6. Increase consumption of cold water
fish or cod-liver oil. For the vegetarian in-
creased linseed oil, evening primrose oil or
supplemental GLA/SFA may be used. This
change should decrease the need for pain man-



agement drugs.

7. Eat more oatsand irish moss asthese
foods contain proteoglyconswhich increases
the health of cartilage.

8. Eat foodsrichin silicon, eg. whole
grain cereals, hart nuts, apple pectin, and al-
falfa sprouts. Silicon has a beneficial effect
on bone metabolism and tends to act as a
strengthening agent.

9. The herb Feverfew may be benefi-
cial in managing pain.

10. Antioxidants such as vitamins A,
C, E; pycnogenol (particularly derived from
the marine pine tree); and enzymes such as
Super Oxide Dismotere can be beneficial in
controlling free radical activity and stabilis-
ing blood capillary walls in the affected ar-
eas.

11. Elimination is an important factor
in the treatment of arthritis and proper atten-
tion should be paid to both the kidney and
liver.d
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Statement of Belief

TheChristian Israelite Church beliefscan befully supported by the Scriptures. Here
isan outline:
WE BELIEVE

*

In God Almighty creator of all things (Genesis 1:1).

Inthe existence of Satan, the Devil, inwhom God allowed iniquity to be placed (James
2:19; Ezekiel 28:14,15).

That God created aspirit-existencein which the devil manifested evil and caused some
of the spiritsto rebel against God (Isaiah 14:12-14; Jude 6).

That God created our physical world, to which each person comes with abody and a
soul made alive by a spirit from the spiritual creation (Luke 9:55; Genesis 2:7).

That God gave His peopleinstructions on the way they should live, which instructions
were "for their good always' (Deuteronmy 6:24).

That al have sinned and come " short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23; 2 Corinthians
5:19).

That God has reconciled the (whole) world to Himself through the sacrifice of Jesus
(John 3:16,17).

That through belief in the sacrifice of Jesus believers are counted as righteous before
God, and can be assured of the resurrection of their souls (a spiritual body) at Jesus
return (1 Timothy 4:10; 1 Corinthians 15:44).

That Jesus Christ will return to this earth again, subdue the power of Satan and reign
forever and ever (Revelation 19 and 20).

That the return of Jesus Christ is near and we are living in the period described in
Scripture as the latter days (Matthew 24; Mark 13 and Luke 21).

That there will be a small number who will fully prove their faith by a work of true
obedienceto God'sinstructionsand will thereby receivethe prize of the highest calling
of God, the redemption of spirit and soul and body - this living mortal body made
immortal without seeing death (1 Thessalonians 5:23; Revelation 14:1-5; Hebrews
11:39,40).

That there are promises in the Scriptures especialy to Israel - God's chosen people (1
Peter 2:9).

That although Israel of old did not accept the challenge of spiritually being God's pecu-
liar people, aremnant of their descendantswill comeforward inthelatter daysto fulfill
the obligations and receive the promises (Revelation 7:1-8).

That the Mission of the Christian Israglite Church is to awaken the lost ten tribes of
Israel to the specia inheritanceto bethe Physical Immortal " Bride of the Lamb" and to
bethevehiclefor thetask of bringing them together at God's appointed time (M atthew
10:5,6; Revelation 19).

We believe that God isthe absolute Judge and Arbiter and that we as His servants
havean obligation torespond towhat Heputsin each heart, and that whilst we seek
to proclaim and discuss our beliefs, that we have no right to contend with other
peopleabout their beliefs.



Herod the Great

Herod the Great was the grandson of
Antipater. ThisAntipater was appointed Gov-
ernor of ldumaea by Alexander Jannaeus
(High Priest 103-76BC also known as
Jonathon and brother to Aristobolus).
Antipater had a son also named Antipater
(who was made Procurator of Judaeaby Julius
Caesar in 47BC) who was born in Idumaea
thus paving theway for Herod' s reputation of
being an ldumaean
(an ldumaean
wastakento be
a descendant
of the
Edomites/
Esau). He
was reputed

but wise
leader.
Antipater ap-
pointed his elder
son Phasael governor

of Jerusalem (with juris-
diction over Judaea and
Peraea) and hisyounger son Herod, governor
of Galilee (47-46BC).

Herod is said to have contrived to be
‘everything to all men’. By religion he was
Jewish, by race he was Idumaean, culturally
he tended towards the Greeks and his politi-
cal allegiance lay with the Romans. He has
been described as ruthless and cruel, with a
diplomatic policy that wasdifficult if notim-
possibletofollow. Likehisfather, beforehim,
Herod could change allegiance very quickly
thus making hisloyaltiesvery hard to follow
or predict.

In 37BC his kingdom was Judaea,
Idumaea, Peraca and Galilee with the port of

Lynne Gray

Joppa and villages in the plain of Jezreel.
Gradually he gained possession of thewhole
of Palestine apart from the city of Decapolis
and a strip to the north of Caesarea.

Herod was a vassal king: he was not
responsible to the governor of Syria but di-
rectly to Caesar and the Roman Senate. His
position had restrictions, ie., on theissuing of
his own coinage, otherwise he had full au-

thority within hisown king-

domsandwasaRoman

citizen, sharing the

rights and

privileges ac-

corded to the

same. Unusu-

ally, too, Herod

was allowed the

honour of naming

his successor -

this did not nor-

mally happen with

vassal kings - but

unfortunately when

Herod's friendship

with the Emperor fal-

tered so did theright of

naming his successor.

Herod, as a vassal king,

also had no right to conclude a treaty with

another state or wagewar on hisown account.

He was under obligation to assist Rome in

time of war with men and money and he was

responsible for the defence of his nation’s
frontiers.

Unfortunately Herod failed to gain the
support of hissubjects, who could be grouped
into two sections: Greeks- who disliked him
because he was a Jew; and Jews - who dis-
liked him because he was | dumaean by birth.



Agrippa Il
of Chalcis

The priestly aristocracy found him absolutely
unacceptable (this group became known as
the Sanhedrin).

The Sanhedrin’s opposition to King
Herod meant that their power was lost and
forfeited to the King's favourites. The
Sanhedrin was limited to strictly religious
matters. Political matters were dealt with by
aCouncil specially appointed by the King.

To the Pharisees he was more favour-
ableasthey had assisted him during hissiege
of Jerusalem. They tended to adopt aquietist
attitude rather than get involved in political
affairs- in other wordsthey preferred to keep
alow profile.

Near the beginning of his reign he
brought back theformer High Priest Hyrcanus

least seven High Priests. In 36BC the High
Priest was Aristobolus (111), the son of
Hyrcanus sdaughter Alexandrawho wasalso
Herod'smother-in-law. Aristobolus(l11) was
drowned according to orders given from
Herod, making Alexandra and Herod mortal
enemies.

Alexandrawasfriendswith Cleopatra,
and on her instigation, Antony called Herod
to appear before him to “ please explain” his
actions. For thisinterrogation he committed
the care of Alexandraand Mariamne (mother
and daughter) to the care of hisuncle Joseph
who was married to Herod's sister Salome.
If Herod was sentenced to death at this meet-
ing, hisUnclewasto kill Mariamne - Herod
couldn’t stand the thought of another man
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from Babylon - Herod even offered to share
histhronewith him. Hyrcanuscouldn’t serve
as High Priest because of his mutilated ears
(the result of Antigonus's villainy), neither
could Herod be High Priest by reason of his
lineage, thus he degraded the position, broke
the hereditary principles and abolished the
priesthood's lifelong tenure. From now on
the King would appoint the High Priest and
the High Priest would hold officefor aslong
asit pleased the King.

During thereign of Herod therewere at

Mariamne

having her. Unfortunately a false report of
Herod's death reached Jerusalem and Joseph
divulged to Mariamne what her fate was to
have been. On Herod's return he found in-
ferences and intimations about the relation-
ship between Mariamne and Uncle Joseph
were quite unsavoury, thus he placed
Alexandra under arrest, executed his uncle
Joseph and spared Mariamne. Unfortunately
Herod had to go on a second trip and made
similar arrangementsto thefirst trip. On his
return he encountered similar gossip of



Mariamne with aguard, but this time he ex-
ecuted her, which death wasto haunt him for-
ever. He also executed his mother-in-law,
Alexandra, who had plotted and intrigued
against him.

Herod intotal had 10 wivesand 15 chil-
dren with many grandchildren.

WifeNo. 1 - Idumaean - named Doris-
mother of Antipater who went to Romewith
Agrippato gain Caesar’sapproval. Antipater
was executed for treason.

WifeNo. 2 - Mariamne - whom he put
to death, shewasthemother of Alexander and
Aristabolus, both of whom were educated at
Rome. Both these sons were executed by
strangling in 7BC on ordersfrom their father
Herod the Great. Perhaps because of this,
Herod lavished attention on the children of
these sons causing extreme jealousy in
Antipater.

Wife No. 3 - Mariamne - daughter of
Simon the High Priest - had a son Herod.

WifeNo. 4 - aSamaritan woman called
Malthace - she was the mother of Archelaus
and Antipas.

Wife No. 5 - awoman from Jerusalem
called Cleopatra - she was the mother of
Philip.

Thesuccession wasaconstantly chang-
ing formula.

In Herod's last will he appointed:

Archelaus - King of Judaea - also
known asHerod the Ethnarch - ruled from
4BC to AD6 (Matthew

2:22).

Antipas - Tetrarch of Galilee and
Transjordan - he was also called Herod
Antipas - heruled from 4BC to AD39 - it is
thisHerod that ordered the execution of John
the Baptist.

Phillip - Tetrarch of Gaulonitis,
Trachonitis and Panaeas - also known as
Herod Agrippa | (grandson of Herod the
Great) he ruled al Galilee from AD41 - 44
(Acts 12).

Herod died 5 days after the execution
of hislong imprisoned son Antipater. Hewas
70 years old when he died and ruled for 36
years after Rome had made him King. Itis
said that on hisdeath there occurred an eclipse
of themaoon which modern astronomy haspre-
dicted happened on March 13th, 4BC.

Allinall, Herod had three well defined
policies:

1. Encourage good relations with
Octavian and to promotethat Hellenistic cul-
ture of which Rome was now champion

2. Cultivate the confidence and trust of
his own people by, eg., reducing their burden
of taxation and avoiding offenceto their reli-
giousscruples

3. Suppress nationalism.

He maintained a standing army and

__watched his
—Fr =k borders with
= wilhii military pre-
cision.



He was a patron of the arts with build-
ing and the arts being much advanced during
his reign - he introduced the games held in
the Emperor’shonour (Olympic games). He
rebuilt 2 major cities, Samariaand Caesarea.

Herod's crowning glory wasthe recon-
structed Temple- it wasbegunin 20BC, com-
pleted in 18 months and the outer courts and
porticoesin 8 years, but bits and pieces were
being finished and added to up to AD65 - a
few yearsbeforeit was destroyed. Hiserec-
tion of the Templeinvolved strict observation
of Jewish law, eg. the stonesto be used inthe
building were prepared beforehand by ten
thousand workmen so that no noise should be
heard there, a thousand of these workman
being priests specially trained as masons and
carpentersfor work on the most sacred parts
of the building (cf. Antiquities 15:11:2). He
never entered the inner Temple himself, he
erected no statues nor stamped any imageson
hiscoinage. (Recall the eruption of violence
caused when Herod allowed an eagle to be
erected over the doorway).

Herod was an egomaniac and a sadist.
Readers will recall Herod's order for all the
male children in Bethlehem, from the age of
2 years and under, to be slaughtered. This
wasin responseto thevisit of the three Magi
from the East, telling Herod of the birth of a
King - Herod could not cope with any threat
to histhrone, as has been seen within hisown
family structure. But the Bible does not tell
uswhat happened to Herod after thisincident
other than thefact that hedied. Eusebiustells
us that God's judgment started immediately
after this edict had been issued. “A scourge
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wielded by the hand of God struck Herod and
drove him to death” (Eusebius 8.4). In Jew-
ish Antiquities Book XVII, Josephus de-
scribes Herod's terrible end in these words:
“Herod's sickness grew steadily worse as
God exacted punishment for his iniquities.
He was consumed by a slow fire which gave
no clear indication to the touch of the burn-
ing heat that added so much to his internal
miseries. He had an overpowering desire
for food, which it was impossible to satisfy,
ulceration of the intestines with agonising
pains in the lower bowel, and a clammy
transparent humor covering the feet. The
abdomen was in the same miserable state,
and inthe genitalsmortification set in, breed-
ing worms. Breathing was constricted and
only possiblewhen sitting upright, and it was
most offensive because of the heavy stench
and feverish respiration. He suffered in
every part convulsionsthat were unbearably
severe. Those who practised divination and
had the gift of foretelling such things de-
clared that God was exacting a penalty from
the king for his continual wickedness. Later
he was so tormented by lack of food and a
racking cough that his sufferings mastered
him and he made an effort to anticipate his
appointed end. Hetook an apple and asked
for a knife, it being hishabit to cut up apples
when he ate them; then looking round to
make sure there was no one to stop him he
raised his hand to stab himself” .

Andto cap it off, just before Herod died he
gave ordersfor the execution of yet athird
of hissons.0
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