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& From the Inkhorn

A number of key articlesin thisissue of

® Latter Rain are based on talks given at the
Christian Israelite Church 1996 Easter Convention held

at Marysville, Victoria. The theme of the Convention was"Is

Your Candle Lit?". Asthe articlesin the magazine show, the thrust

of the Convention was to exhort each of us to take our relationship

with God more seriously and look at how we can let others see

God's light through the things we say, speak and do.

All Round Health contains a personal relationship-analysis
which was also included in the Convention presentations. Thisis
aimed at helping reduce stress by self-analysis of the environment
around us and our reaction with and to it. A complimentary
approach to problem-solving and stress reduction is also included -
using the Christian Isra€lite tools of praise, prayer and patience.

Many readers will find the article on Pudens informative.
Regular readerswill have realised that the 12 Apostle articles were
completed last issue, so this section will now contain informative
articles based on New Testament characters.

As you read and study the articlesin this edition may God light
your candle and may you understand more clearly as the light of
life allows you to see more of His truth.
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The Importance of

Thisarticleisbased onatak delivered
at the 1996 Christian Israelite Easter Con-
vention at Marysville, Victoria. The talk
was compiled by Colin Eastes and Alan
Castles, bothmembersof Melbournechurch,
and presented by Colin.

Introduction

When we talk of candles it brings
differentimagestodifferent people. Wecan
easily imagine the single candle burning
aoneonthediningroomtable, thenthereis
thecandleinthecandlehol der that weuseto
walk about - thesedayswhentheel ectricity
has been hit by lightning or such like - this
arrangementismoreel aborateasitincorpo-
ratesawax drip dish and also ahandle for
ease of carrying. Besidesthese household
candlestherearevariousscented and fancy
shaped candles - these are used as room
decorations. Candlesthat are for external
use, such aswhen one had to go to the out-
house in the middle of the night, had a
protector to guard the flame against the
winds. All of these candles have one pur-
pose - that is to give light where there is
none.

Onecanreadily draw theana ogy with
our Christianlives, that asbelieversin God
Almighty, weneedto haveour candleslitby
His influence if we are going to see the
pathway of righteousness and be alight to
those around us. The comparison does not
stop here. Thisanalogy whichwasused by
Jesus (see Matthew 5:14) has numerous
applications in the pursuit of greater pur-
pose and understanding in our persona
growth in our relationship with Him.

Colin Eastes & Alan Castles

As Christian Israelites we seek, by
askingtheL ordfor HishelpandkeepingHis
law, tobeguided by God' smarvellouslight
inall wethink, speak and do, so asto attain
the ultimate reward and become one of
God's “peculiar people”. Peter tells us,
“ But ye are a chosen generation, a royal
priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar peo-
ple; that ye should shew forth the prai ses of
Him who hath called you out of darkness
into his marvellous light” 1 Peter 2:9.

Inthisarticlewewill show:

- theimportanceof havingour candles

lit, both temporally and spiritually;

- who isthe source of light and of

creation;

-what our candleis;

-how to get our candlelit;

-what hindersusfrom coming to that

light, and

-our personal challenge- to maintain

integrity and faith in His promises.
Thelmportance of having Your Candle
Lit.

Looking at the above points we will
start with the question:

What do we need acandlefor?

Weneedacandletogivelight, that we
may seeand not stumble. Assaidabove, we
need acandleto takeaway thedarkness. A
physical light is important for a person to
seetheir way. Jesussaid“ Neither do men
light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light
unto all that are in the house” Matthew
5:15. Thereisalsoaspiritual candlefor the
inner person, so that we can see our way



Having your Candle

5 Lit

spiritually. Without the lighting of this
internal spiritual flame, one’ sway toknow-
ing God is clouded and dark, unable to be
found because of al the diversions and
pastimes of thisworld. Thisspiritual light
cannot be seen by other people, butitcanbe
sensed and noticedinaperson’ sactionsand
functionsthey perform for God.

“ Aretherenot twelve hoursin a day?
If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth
not, because he seeth thelight of thisworld.
Butif amanwalkinthenight, he stumbleth
because there is no light in him” John
11:9,10. Jesus here explains exactly what
wearetalkingabout. Notonly didHetell us
that to abidein thelight we haveto believe
in Him, and through this belief we will not
stumble, but also that those who do not
accept the “light of this world” dwell in
spiritual darkness, away from the light of
the knowledge of Christ, and their path is
full of pitfallsand stumblingblocks.

Christian Israelites believe that those
whowalk intheday will see God perfectly,
being the 144,000 who will be saved with-
out experiencing physical death. Thosethat
walk inthenight arethoseseekingthelifeof
the soul at Jesus' return and regard this as
reward enough (see 1 Peter 1:9).

If we want to keep our candleslit we
must aspire to do the same work that Jesus
Christdidwhilst Hewashereinthisworld.

John 14:10 says, “ Believest thou not that |
amintheFather, andtheFather inme? the
words that | speak unto you | speak not of
myself: but the Father that dwellethin me,
he doeth the works.”
The Sourceof Light

One may ask, where did Jesus get
hislight from? If weturnto 1 John 1:5
we aretold “ this then is the message
which we have heard of him, and declare
unto you, that God is light, and in himis
no Darkness.” God isthe ultimate source
of al light. Theimportance of having our
candlelit by God Almighty, through His
son Jesus Chrigt, is so that we can recog-
nise troubles and deception, because our
spiritual insight with God givesus a
deeper, broader understanding of the
implications of what isbeing said or done.
Thereisno ‘darkness’ in God. Our
degree of darknessisdependent on how
much we let the spiritual understanding
from God into our persona life and
thoughts.

John 1:1-5tellsusthat God Almighty,
through the Spirit Christ, isthe Light of the
World. We know from our Bible studies
that He created all the different lights, both
temporal and spiritual. It may prove handy
to remind ourselves of this sequence of
creationandread Genesis1:3-5. Asweread
the sequence we start with the creation of



light and darkness(v3). This was not the
sun, moonand starswhichwerely oninthis
world for our day/night cycles - they were
created on the fourth day(v14-19). Rather
the light was good and the darkness,evil.
Thisiswhy God saw that thelight wasgood
and because it was good He separated it
fromthedarkness. HecalledtheLight-Day
and the Darkness - Night. And so the
evening andthemorning werethefirst day.

Inthe sameway asthetemporal light
shinesupontheworld, so doesthe power of
His spiritual light shine upon us hoping to
attract us to seek the knowledge that this
light unfolds, ie., that knowledge of God.
Because Jesus was in the Father and the
Father inHim, wecanreadily seewherethe
source of Jesus' Inward Light was from.
What IsYour Candle?

Proverbs 20:27 expands further on
thispoint by telling us* the spirit of manis
thecandle of theLord” . God lit thecandle
of the spirit of Jesus to give light to the
world. Jesus Christ has the power to light
our candles, those who feel their candles
have been extinguished, if we only ask for
Hisleadership and Hisdirection to help us
stay onthetruepath. Weneedtobeable, as
Jesus Christ did, towalk firstly in the night
without stumbling, using our inward light
asour monitor. Asour knowledge of God
andour relationshipwith JesusChristgrows,
sotoowill theintensity of theradiancefrom
our inward light. We can use an analogy
here of different wattage light bulbs:

40 watt - at birth

60 watt - when we first become

Christian
100 watt - when the Father iswithin
us, as He was in Jesus
after the resurrection.

How to get Your CandlelL.it.

Itiscompletely up to each individual
how bright they want their candleor light to
shine - we are the only ones with some
degreeof control over our relationship with
God. If wewishto shinebrighter, we have
to ask - “ Ask, and it shall be given you;
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall
be opened unto you: For everyone that
askethreceiveth; andhethat seekethfindeth;
andto himthat knockethit shall beopened”
Matthew 7:7. How mucheasier couldit be?
We all know how to ask for what we want
andweall know how to knock at adoor, but
with God we have the guarantee that if we
ask toknow Himthedoor will not beclosed.
God will not turn His back on us, but will
stick by usthrough thick and through thin,
goodandbad, rewarding our faithfulnessby
preserving our candleandletting it so shine
before men that we are living represente-
tives of God' swill on earth.

What Hinders Us From Coming to that
Light?

Unfortunately the pathway to know!-
edge of God isfilled with obstacles. Satan
will continually try to draw us away.
Worldly desireswill attempt to pull usaway
with worldly commitments, but if our eye
remains focussed and our direction aimed
towards God, He will give us the strength
throughthenight and bring usto shineforth
in radiancein the day.

M ost peoplewoul d say that they want
toreturntothelight of theL ord, but how can
| stop sinning? Wecannot unlessweask for
God' s assistance through prayer. God has
placed Satan asthe Prince of thisworld, for
atime, and the power of Satan is stronger
than our spirit and continually bringing our
spirit into subjection to him, causing usto
sin. If our candle is lit , Satan cannot



penetrate. The princeof thisworldlivesin
darkness, solight isthebest defenceagainst
theinfluenceof thisdarkness. Theevil inour
bodiesisas darkness, and we must seek to
God to take the evil out of us.

Matthew 6:22-24 tells us that “ the
light of thebodyistheeye: if thereforethine
eyebesingle(to God), thy wholebody shall
be full of light. But if thine eye be evil (to
Satan), thy whole body shall be full of
darkness. If therefore the light that isin
thee be darkness, how great is that dark-
ness! No man can serve two masters: for
either he will hate the one, and love the
other; or else he will hold to the one, and
despisetheother. Yecannot serve God and
mammon.” So, wemust makeup our minds
whether wearegoingtofollow God’ slight,
or follow theprince of thisworldinto dark-
ness. It is our choice - the Lord reveals
Himself to those who ask to know Him.
Our Personal Challenge.

Jobfacedthechoicethat weall haveto
face, and it wasno easier for him becauseit
was so long ago. Jobis portrayed as being

one of the most righteous and patient men
that ever lived (Job 2:3) but that did not stop
him having doubtsand conflictingthoughts.
God was proud of Job, and was asked of by
Satan to be permitted to prove Job’ sfaith,
Job lost al his possessions, then his chil-
dren. But Jobwithstood Satan’ stemptation
anddidnot sin, but stayedloyal tothe L ord.
Eventhough Jobwasafflictedwith physical
ailments both heinous and painful, he still
adhered to his faith in God. Job had his
candlelit by God.

If wecan show our Faithto God asJob
did, by having our candles lit, God has
promised us life without the death of this
mortal body. Wewill be changed, madefit
to dwell in the Kingdom of God here on
earth, the power of Satan being taken away
by God, allowing usto return to our Heav-
enly Father.

“Let your light so shine before men,
that they may see your good works, and
glorify your father which is in heaven,”
Matthew 5:16.

Whoso Draws Nigh to God

Whoso draws nigh to God one step
through doubtingsdim,
God will advanceamile
inblazing light to him.

Author unknown.



|sYour Candle a

Introduction

There are many different lights (or
candles) availabletoman, and dependingon
what belief man has, his light will shine
according to that belief. Thissuggeststhat
there can bedifferent degreesof brightness
andthisisconfirmedinl Corinthians15:41,
“thereisoneglory of the sun, and another
glory of the moon, and another glory of
the stars, for one star differeth from
another star in glory.”

Inthisarticleweareonly goingto
discuss what Paul referred to as the
glory of thestars. Theglory of thesun
and themoon will be coveredinlater
issuesof Latter Rain. Tohelpyouto
better understand our discussion
of this passage, it may be a
goodtimetoread John 1:4-9
to become familiar with the
theme.
John the Baptist

John the Baptist was
sent to prepare peoplefor the
coming of Jesus Christ. At
first it wasthought that Jesus
cameonly tothe Jews. How-
ever, Jesus Christ came also
as“ alight tolightenthe Gen-
tiles, andtheglory of thy peo-
plelsradl”, Luke 2:32. This
also confirms
what
Peter
was
shown in
vision, when he wastold that
he should not call any man common or

Julie ADAMS

unclean.
Peter'sVisionin Acts.

This was a dream Peter had while
praying ontheroof top. Hesaw all kindsof
animalsandbirdsandwastoldtokill and eat
them. Peter answered “ not so Lord, | have
never eaten anything that is common or
unclean” . Hewastold that what God had
cleansed should not be called common.

Peter then travelled to Caesareato a
believer called Cornelius who had gath-
ered many peopletogether whowishedto
hear the message of Jesus Christ. Itwas
considered unlawful for a Jew to mix
with non Jews, but God had shown him
that he must preach to the Gentiles.

Peter then realised that “ of a truth
| perceivethat Godisno respecter
of persons’, Acts 10:34. So Peter
preached to the Gentiles “ and it
was seen that on the Gentiles also
was poured out the gift of the Holy
Ghost” , Acts 10:44.

This was done to show Peter
that regardlessof aperson’ sbeliefs,
thereisstill alight availabletothem.
It could be said that Paul had two
candles, one for when he spoke to
the Gentilesand an- otherfor
whenhespoke

to God'’ speople,
_ Israel.
Saul’sConversion
Saul persecuted al Christian believ-



Bright Light?

erscausing “havoc” inthe Church, casting
men and women into prison and putting
many to death. This treatment scattered
Christians around the then known world.
Saul continuinginhisdestructionanddaugh-
ter, travelled towards Damascus. As he
journeyed, he came near Damascus, and
suddenly there shone a bright light from
heaven. Saul fell to the earth and heard a
voice saying unto him “ Saul, Saul, why
persecutest thou me?” Acts9:3. Saul was
chosen by God to proclaim Jesus Christ to
the Gentiles and was filled with the Holy
Ghost having his name changed to Paul.
However he continued hisIsraelite beliefs
personally, and often spoke of the great
destiny that God had planned for I srael (see
Romans 10:1-2).

Paul was shown that nobody should
be persecuted for their beliefs and, like
Peter, realised that all people are loved by
God and therefore have alight availableto
them.

Old Testament Examples.

God'’ s Spirit was available to people
of the Old Testament too. Therewas:
Joseph Withthehelpof God’ sSpirit
interpreted Pharaoh’s
dreams - see Genesis
41:38-39.

Was led by God's Spirit
whenhetook thelsraelites
out of Egypt - see Exodus
31:3.

Had God's Spirit as well,
until hehadhishair cut, then
hiscandlewent out (God's
Spiritlefthim) (Judges16).

M oses

Samson

Samue It was God's Spirit that
called to Samuel when he
was a boy living in the
Temple of the Lord with
Eli - see 1 Samuel 13:19.

Filled with God's Spirit
prophesied that “there
shall bearoot out of Jesse,
which shall stand for a
ensign of the people; to it
shall the Gentiles seek”
Isaiah 11:10.

Also had God' s Spirit with
himespecialywhileinthe
lion’ sden-seeDaniel 5:14.

Spoke of God’ s Spirit being
pouredoutonall flesh- see
Joel 2:28.

We believe that this light/Spirit was
the Spirit Christ working on the prophets
and peopl e of the Old Testament, speaking
aso to the Apostles including Peter and
Paul, causing themto havetheir candleslit.
The Absenceof Light

Now what do we know of Darkness.

In Matthew 6:22-23 we are told that
the light of the body isthe eye (spirit). “If
thereforethineeyebesingle, thy wholebody
shall befull of light. Butif thineeyebeevil,
thy whole body shall be full of darkness,
how great isthat darkness!”

Satan causes this darkness by work-
ing ontheevil in man, which makesman’s
light go out. However, by praying to Jesus
Christwecanhaveour candlesrelitinitially
for the salvation of the soul.

Wemust be careful that we ourselves
do not cause our fellow man to walk in

Isaiah

Danidl

Jodl



darknessby overloading themwithour own
personal beliefs and opinions. God works
with us al differently. Asthere are many
different sized candles, so to our under-
standing varies from person to person.
ThePhariseesplaced burdenson peo-
plewhichweretoo heavy forthemtobear by
making lawswhich peoplewerecompelled
to keep. They then did nothing to help the
peoplewith these burdensand madelife so
hard that they caused the people’ slightsto
go out, thereby shutting up the Kingdom of
Heaven against them (see Matthew 23:13).

How Bright IsYour Light?

Our rewards come individually and
wemust stand asindividuals, withintegrity.

Each of us can only answer to God
withtheunderstanding that God has placed
inus. ThisunderstandingcomesfromGod's
Spiritdwellinginusasalight oracandlelit.

Thereisno doubt that these peopl e of
God will receive awonderful glory. How-
ever, Paul tells us that they were all as
building blocks for God to show His ulti-
mate glory inthosewho will bealivewhen
Jesus Christ returns. See also Revelation
21:12.

“ And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the
promise: God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not

be made perfect” Hebrews 11:39,40.

Psalm 4

Hear mewhen | call, O God of my righteousness:
Thou hast enlarged mewhen | wasin distress;
Have mercy upon me, and hear my prayer.

O ye sons of men,

How long will ye turn my glory into shame?

How long will ye love vanity,

And seek after leasing? Selah.

But know
That the Lord hath set apart him that isgodly for himself:
TheLord will hear when | call him.

Stand in awe, and sin not:

Commune with your own heart upon your bed,
And be still. Selah.

Offer the sacrifices of righteousness,

And put your trust in theLord.

There be many that say,

Who will shew us any good?

Lord, lift thou up thelight of thy countenance upon us.
Thou hast put gladnessin my heart,
Morethan in the timethat their corn and their wine increased.
I will both lay me down in peace, and Sleep:

For thou, Lord,

Only makest me dwell in safety.



Hymn No. 79

Thelight of lifeisflowing
The darknessto dispel,
And isin truth revealing
The myst'ries of the fall;
All lsr'el it isbringing
From ev'ry distant shore,
No more will they be mourning,
Their blindnessto deplore.

Thelaws from Zion coming
All Istel will abey,
The gospel light all shining
Will lead to perfect day:

On th' earth they will be reigning,
The Bridegroom and the Bride,
And in their light, all shining,
The nations shall reside.

That tree of life, once guarded
By swords of flaming fire,
Isnow to Isrel offer'd, -

Itsfruit they do desire.

Thenations wll be healed

Throughout this earthly ball,
The man of sin revealed,
And truth receiv'd by all.

"And God said, let therebelight....." Genesis 1:3. Thiswasthefirst act of creation
recorded. Nothing could exist without light first. Thelightisafigure of good - atype of
Christ, "that wasthetrueLight, whichlighteth every manthat comethintotheworld" John
1.9

There have been many lights to guide people through the ages. The angel in
Revelations1:12 had seven gol den candlesticksshowing alight to each periodintheseven
thousandyearsof thiscreation. However, intheendtimesinwhichwebelieveweareliving,
God is sending the greatest light - the light to dispel darkness(evil) and show the
interpretation of mysteries and parables hitherto sealed up, "even to the time of the end”
Daniel 12:4.

Throughout the ages we have walked, asit were, in the night, with the lights of the
night to guide us - the moon and the stars. The hope has been "though he wer e dead, yet
shall helive", John 11:25. But now the dawn is coming, and the light of the day arising
whichwill fulfil Jesus wordsto Martha, "whosoever liveth and believethin meshall never
die" John 11:26.

Thisisthelight of life.



The Wick

This was the third talk at the CIC
Easter Convention.

This article is entitled ‘The Wick’
because the wick is the essence of the can-
dle. It is the bit that can be lit to burn
brightly. Inshort, itisthepart of usthat the
Spiritignitesto cause usto become Sons of
God.

Character Types- Friend or Foe

Each one of usisseekingtobeachild
of God. Something in uscravesthat close-
nessand unconditional acceptanceHegives.
However wemay beunawareof itfor along
time. Godinhisloveiswillingto accept us
asweare, but arewethat generoustowards
each other? The socia styles character
analysis in this issue's All Round Health
was useful at the Convention to show that
we are all different. Our social style can
affect our understanding of God, our ap-
proach to his service, and where we appear
tobeinour spiritual growthtothosearound
us. Our judgment of those around us can
stifle both our growth and theirs as well.
Acceptance and adaptation to another can
enhanceit.

Paul recognised differencesin people
in the early Church. * With all lowliness,
and meekness, with longsuffering, forbear-
ing one another in love; endeavouring to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace’ Ephesians4:2,3.

Paradox - amind warp

A paradox isastatement, whether true
or not, which seems absurd at first hearing
- conflicting with preconceived notions of
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thereasonableor possible(Oxford Diction-
ary). TheBiblecontainsparadoxessuch as
“ Hethat findeth hislifeshall loseit: and he
that loses hislife for my sake shall find it”

Matthew 10:39.

Let’s set about developing a useful
paradox. Within us there are two worlds.
Theonewhichwewould call 'reality' deals
with things we can measure, touch, fedl,
emotions we experience and so on. The
other one which we shall call 'possibility’
contains our dreams, hopes and beliefs. It
also contains our interpretations of events
but that is another story. The world of
possibility doesn’t actually exist in reality
but we often act as though it does. For
example, supposewewant to build ahouse.
Inour mindweimaginewhat itsroomsl ook
like, how itislaid out, what itisbuilt out of
and so on. The house existsin theworld of
possibility. Thehousetakesthefirst stepto
reality asaplan. Nowitismorethananidea
but still notareality. Eventually weengage
abuilder who starts at the foundation, then
constructs a shell and finally the inside of
the house with al its features and fittings.
The house now existsin reality.

In summary a plan or way of being
begins in the world of possibility. Some-
times it takes only a framework before it
becomesareality whileat other timesit may
beincomplete after alifetime. Sometimes
the conversion never actually starts. Con-
sider Hebrews 11:1-3.

Transformation - What a Difference.

Transformationisdefined asachange



to the form or appearance or character or
disposition of something. To alter out of
recognition (Oxford Dictionary).

God promises us a transformation.
“Behold, | shew you a mystery: We shall
not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,
for this corruptible must put on
incorruption, and this mortal must put on
immortality” , 1 Corinthians15:51,53. This
transformation currently only existsfor us
intheworld of possibility. Paul urgesusto
makethepossihility intoreality inhiswords:
“ Be not conformed to thisworld, but beye
transformed by therenewing of your mind” ,
Romans12:2. Transformationisdriven by
the change first in our world of possibility
by renewing our mind thenin redlity.
Vision - the Goal drivesthe Change

Vision isdefined asthe act or faculty
of seeing; athing seenin atrance or imagi-
nation. So vision lives in the world of
possibility. The Bible states that “ Where
thereisno visionthe peopleperish” , Prov-
erbs 29:18. Sovision is essential for life.
Our relationshipwith Godiscentredaround
His promise of life and the continuation of
our being.

As an exercise, try to define your
vision of immortality. Isit tied up with a
lifestyle, following laws, loving God or
becoming a‘son of God’ ? Thereare many
optionsbut wedecidedthat themost power-
ful onefor uswasto have such aclose and
lovingrel ationship with God that wewould
truly be ‘saved’ asason of God.

Sons of God - fit to bekings.

There are many references to being
sons of God. Paul said, “ For as many as
are led by the Spirit of God, they are the
sons of God” Romans 8:14. But it is not
quitethissimple. Intheworldof possibility
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we are sons of God while in reality the
change has not yet taken place. John said,
“In this the children of God are manifest,
and the children of the devil: whosoever
doeth not righteousness is not of God,
neither he that loveth not his brother” 1
John 3:10. Whenwe sinwhose ‘sons’ are
we? Theverse makesit obvious!

Sothevisionisof being ason of God
but the hard work isin connecting possibil-
ity to reality. (Seeaso John 1:2 where he
promises “ power to become the sons of
God”). The answer liesin God’s healing
love.

Love- isit inspiration or perspiration?

“If ye love me keep my command-
ments. And | will pray the Father and he
shall give you another Comforter, that he
may abide with you forever; eventhe spirit
of Truth” John 14:15-17.

Itisobviousthat loveistheinspiration
to guide us and the perspiration generated
by hardwork |oving each other, loving God,
evenwhenthingsgowrong, andkeepingHis
commandments although it is unnatural.
The inspiration creates the world of possi-
bility where we are sons of God, and the
perspiration is generated in turning that
world of possibility into reality.

Love is the substance of truth (the
Holy Ghost), light (Christ) and Immortality
(thefinal end result intheworld of reality).
Without itwearenothing and havenothing.
What isyour stand for love?

Sowechallengeyou at thismoment to
look for the transformation of your mind,
suchthat youwalk inthepossibility of being
ason of God.

How high isyour wick turned up?



Saying

I would like to talk to the girls and boys today about being thankful.
How many of my little readers remember to thank someone when they
give them a present, or adrink, or a biscuit, or just when someone does
something for them? |’ m sure most of you say thank you many times
because your Mummy and Daddy have always taught you to say please
and thank you.

Sometimes, though, there are times when we should say thank you
and we don’t. Either we forget, or we don’t have time or we just don’t
think about it. There are lots of timesin your lives when you are taken
care of and you don’t necessarily say thank you. Times when Mummy
has done all the washing and ironing giving you clean clothes to wear for
the week. Every day Mummy supplies 3 meals aday and cleans up after
us. We don't aways say thank you for these things do we? In some
countries there are children who don’t have enough to eat or anyone to
look after them like you do. Some of these poor children don’t even have
clothing to keep them warm and so they just get sicker and sicker. When
we think about how some children are alot worse off than we are, we
should say alittle prayer thanking God for our Mummy and Daddy and
the good job they do of taking care of us. It may help too, sometimes, if
you thank Mummy or Daddy for some little thing they have just done for
youl.

God has done many wonderful thingsto help us. God sendstherain
and the sunshine, the flowers and the animals, the birds and the trees.
God also gives us our families, our friends and our loved ones. You must
try to remember to say thank you to God for the wonderful way He takes
care of us and all the wonderful things He sends us.

Whitsuntide is coming up, and as you children know, people will
come from everywhere to celebrate together. You get to meet friends and
family members from far and wide all wanting to celebrate and thank
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Thank Y ou

God for the gift of His Son, Jesus. Whitsuntide, in the old days, was
known as Pentecost and this was the time the tribes of Israel offered
thanks to God for taking care of them. God made their crops grow so
they could eat, God protected them from disease so they could grow and
God looked over them as a Father does his children to protect them. At
Whitsuntide we can offer thanks too for the way in which God cares for
us. Christians hope, too, that at Whitsuntide God will send His special
helper, just as He did for Jesus' disciples, to give strength to those that
love and follow Him. We don't just have to look for this special helper
to be with us at Whitsuntide, but all throughout the year.

When you go to bed tonight, don’t forget to say thank you to God
for looking after us all, and ask for His blessing to help us every day.
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PUZZLE PAGE - Prophets

OP IAGGAHOMER
SNZEPHANITAHA
GAIAS|IAESLAZ
RHMSMJJPPABE
DUCEHOSEACAC
HMRLZEBSRHKH
AEUHSLPAT I KA
JATNAOMUDZUR
| BHEJ ONAH I K |
LEAHSZNOHHAA
ELISHAZMICAH

Read up, down, forward, backward, or diagonally to find the names of these
Bible prophets:

Malachi Elijah Micah Zechariah
Obadiah Amos Elisha | saiah
Jod Jonah Jeremiah Zephaniah

Habakkuk Haggai Hosea Nahum



Debug Your Bible:

Joshua comesin by a

L anddlide

No doubt we've al heard about the
miracle where God parted the Red Sea to
alow the Israglites to escape the Egyptians
during their exodus from Egypt. But we
probably don't remember thetimeforty years
later when God stopped the river Jordan to
dlow Israel to enter the promised land. It
seems that drying up rivers and seas for
miraculouscross ngswasaparticular speciaty
of God.

The first time at the Red Sea was to
escapetheenemy; thesecondtimeat theriver
Jordan wasto conquer theenemy - to invade
Canaan and claim the promised land. They
also signified the start and the end of Isradl's
wanderinginthewilderness.
TheLanddideTheory

Let'sjustlook briefly at atheory behind
thestopping of the Jordan River. | don't want
to go into the reasons behind the Jordon
crossingsuchashow itwasGod'sundeniable
endorsement of Joshua as the new head of
Israel, or howitbothencouraged |l sradl'sarmy
whilepsychol ogically devastatingtheenemy
(dthough | guess | just did). Instead | just
wantedtobriefly coverthe'LanddideTheory'.

Atthetimeof thismiracleitwasthetime
of harvest (Joshua3:15), thesnowsonMount
Hermon were melting, and the Jordan had
overflowed its banks. The Jordan had swift
currentsand could be up to 1 milewide (and
probablywas). Allinall itwasnotagoodtime
totry dryingit up and crossing it.

The Landdlide theory says, basically,

Darren Gray

that somewhereup stream fromthelsraglites
there was a landdide which temporarily
damned the Jordan alowing Isragl'sarmy to
cross into Canaan and begin their invasion.
Criticswoul d say that Joshuaj ust took advan-
tage of the situation, but the Bible shows us
that Joshua (see Joshua 3:13) prophesied this
miracle. In addition the river only stopped
whenthefeet of the priestsbearing the Ark of
the Covenant entered the water, AND the
watersreturned theinstant the priestsleft the
river bed. If thiswas a coincidence Joshua
wasavery lucky man (and even more lucky
that hewas downstream from thelanddide).
| for onefinditinterestinghow Goduses
natureinmiracles. If therewasalanddideor
if theStar of Bethlehemwasactualy Halley's
comet (to quoteacompletely unrelated mira-
cle)itshowshow God canusenaturetobeHis
miracles. Somemight fed itislessmagnifi-
cent for God to use naturein such away, but
| believe the opposite. God knows what is
goingto happen sofar inadvancethat Hecan
alow nature to evolve until such point that,
just at the right instant, it does something
inconceivable - the miracle occurs. This
shows God's mastery over time and nature,
and also shows how He foreknows and pre-
degtinesevents. That'simpressive stuff.

So, if thisishow God produced the
miraclewhich allowed Joshuato crossthe
Jordan, | just have one question | ft: How
did Moses part the Red Sea? (1'd better
start work on that one.)



Statement of Belief

TheChristian I sraeliteChur ch beliefscan be fully supported by the Scriptures.
Hereisan outline:

WeB

*

elieve

In God Almighty creator of all things (Genesis 1:1).

In the existence of Satan, the Devil, in whom God allowed iniquity to

be placed (James 2:19; Ezekia 28:14,15).

That God created a spirit-existence in which the devil manifested evil and
caused some of the spirits to rebel against God (Isaiah 14:12-14; Jude 6)
That God created our physical world, to which each person comes with a
body and asoul made alive by aspirit from the spiritual creation (L uke 9:55;
Genesis 2:7).

That God gave His people instructions on the way they should live, which
instructions were "for their good always' (Deuteronomy 6:24).

That all have sinned and come "short of the glory of God" (Romans 3:23; 2
Corinthians 5:19).

That God has reconciled the (whol€) world to Himself through the sacrifice
of Jesus (John 3:16,17).

That through belief in the sacrifice of Jesus believers are counted as
righteous before God, and can be assured of the resurrection of their

souls (a Spiritual body) at Jesus return (1 Timothy 4:10; 1 Corinthians
15:44).

That there will be a small number who will fully prove their faith by a
work of true obedience to God's instructions and will thereby receive

the prize of the highest calling of God, the redemption of spirit and soul and
body - thisliving mortal Body made Immortal without seeing death (1
Thessalonians 5:23; Revelation 14:1-5; Hebrews 11:39,40).

That Jesus Christ will return to this earth again, subdue the power of Satan
and reign forever and ever (Revelation chapters 19 and 20)

That the return of Jesus Christ is near and we are living in the period
described in Scripture as the latter days (Matthew chapter 24; Mark chapter
13 and Luke chapter 21)

That there are promises in the Scriptures especialy to Israel - God's chosen
people (1 Peter 2:9).

That although Israel of old did not accept the challenge of spiritualy being
God's peculiar people, aremnant of their descendantswill comeforward in
thelatter daysto fulfill the obligations and receive the promises (Revelation
7:1-8).

That the Mission of the Christian Israelite Church is to awaken the lost ten
tribes of Israel to this special inheritance to be the physical Immortal "Bride
of the Lamb" and to be the vehicle for the task of bringing them all together
at God's appointed time (Matthew 10:5,6; Revelation chapter 19).

We believe that God is the absolute Judge and Arbiter and that we as His

servan
whilst
conten

tshave an obligation torespond to what He putsin each heart, and that
we seek to proclaim and discuss our beliefs, that we have no right to
d with other people about them.
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Jen Steps to

JIrcoblem  Solving

How areyou? Areyou faced with a
problem today and wondering what to do?

Relax! Life'slikethat! Problems
large or small cometo all of us, more or
less, every day of our lives. | read some-
where problems are simply an evidence of
life.... in other words, if you didn’t have a
problem, you' d probably be dead or
immortal!

So...what’ syour problem at the
moment? Friends, money, time, family,
job, clothing, health, relationship, food,
marriage or something else.

Relax! God’sbeeninthe problem
solving businessfor thousands of years!
Praise God! He hasthe answer. If you
seek Him, He will reveal ittoyouin His
timeand way!

So how are you going to handle this
problem of yours? That’sthe crucia key
to your peace of mind.

Would you liketo consider the
following suggested plan of action?

Step 1 - Re-commit your lifeto God

Confessany unforgivensin. Be
specific. Accept God’ sforgiveness.

Pray, acknowledging Jesusas Y our
Saviour and placing your life 100%
totally and securely in God' s care (eg.
‘Lord I lovethee, All | amand All | have
and All my future| giveto Thee, Please
help take care of me, show mewhat |
shoulddo’.)

Rosemaree Knight

Our main aim should be that our
lives should glorify Him and He knows
just the best way to bring this about.

Now relax! God, in whose hands
the planets whirl and spin, issurely able
to take care of you. Look at the words of
Psalm 124:8,. “ Our help isin the Name
of the Lord, who made Heaven and
Earth” .

Step 2 - Remember God’s Goodness
and Provision in the past.

Count your blessings namethem one
by one and it will surprise you what the
Lord hasdone”. See Psalm 105:5-45.
Step 3- Praise

Praise Him through faith for the
blessings He hasin store for you in the
future. Praise Him NOW for the deliver-
ancewhich isonitsway toyou. Cel-
ebratenow!

Claim aBibleverse promising
God'shelp. Keep your eyesfocused on
that promise and not on the calendar. We
areusually in ahurry but God, who owns
time, isnot, but Histiming is perfect
every time. He has never once been late.
He shall come down likerain upon the
mown grass (see Hosea 6:34). Praise
Him now for that which isyet to come.

In Joshua 21:44 the rest at that time
included victory “ ....the Lord delivered
all their enemiesinto their hand” .

Psalm 46:10 says, “ Be still and



know that | am God: |
will be exalted among
the heathen, | will be
exalted in the earth” .
Step 4 - Trust God

and Rest in HisLove
for You

Y es, God who

made you knows you far
better than anyone el se.
He has a special plan for
your life. Just asan
earthly father tellshis
children what he wants
them to do, so too, God
will cause you to know
what He wants you to do.
Heknowsyou even better
than you know yourself.
He knows just how to
make Hiswishes clear to
you and what is best for
you.

Step 5-Wait

Wait on the Lord (see

Psalm 37) and if we wait
God will makeit plainto
us what we must do. ‘|
know not by what method
rare, but this | know, God
answers prayer’. And
further, in Psalm 112:7 “ He
shall not be afraid of evil
tidings. his heart is fixed
and trusting in the Lord.”
Psalm 16:11, “ Thou wilt

‘ shew me the path of

?

life: in Thy presenceis fulness of joy; at
thy right hand there are pleasures for
evermore.”
Step 6 - Get Ready
Prepare your heart for what you
have believed for. Be asthough you are
in possession of it. Pray believingly!
Pray in faith and you will not livein
doubt. Colossians4:2 tellsus, “ Continue
in prayer and watch in the same with
thanksgiving” .
Step 7 - Watch for God’s L eading
Something will fall into place and
giveyou someindication. If you watch
and listen, God will show you what Heis
doing. Isaiah 30:30tellsus, “ And the
Lord shall cause His glorious voice to be
heard, and shall shew the lighting down
of Hisarm”. God will speak to you in
one or more way’s.

Some guidanceisunconscious (you
just ‘happen’ to bein the right place at the
right time, eg. Boaz and Ruth) while at
other timesyou feel an inward assurance
to follow acertain path. Sometimes
peoplefind it helpful to talk things over
with others before making their own

decision. However we all have our own
inward monitor to help us and must
ultimately make our own decisions.

God' sword and prayer are our tools
and eventually we will know what we
should do. Often the answers seem to
come at the last minute (ie. we purchase
our ticket just before we get on the train).
However when wereally need to know we
will know. God isabundantly ableto

over-ruleeverythingto



bring thisto pass. He always does!
Step 8- Walk by Faith

“For we walk by faith and not by
sight” 2 Corinthians 5:7. God will reveal
Hiswill step by step. Generally speaking
God leads, Satan pushes. Bewary of any
quick fixes or shortcuts. If ever you feel
unsure, retrace your steps to where you
felt that uncertainty began and re-think
your decision at that stage. Maybe you
are moving too fast, or in the wrong
direction or with pride. Prideissin. It
honours self rather than God and God
hates a selfish, proud spirit.

Maybe you have sinned recently and
this has brought your lack of peace.
Submit yourself to God, humble yourself
and He will guideyou. “ Humble your-
selves therefore under the mighty hand of
God, that He may exalt you in duetime” .
“ Casting all your care upon Him: for He
careth for you", 1 Peter 5:6,7.

“ But the meek shall inherit the
earth: and shall delight themselves with
the abundance of peace” , Psalm 37:11.
Make sure you respond each time the next
stepisgiven. When God saysNOW - let
no man say ‘tomorrow’. Always make
sure you have obeyed the last thing He
hastold you to do. “Obey my voiceand |
will be your God and ye shall be my
people: and walk yein all thewaysthat |
have commanded you, that it may be well
unto you”, Jeremiah 7:23. Isaiah 30:21
says, “And thine ears shall hear aword
behind thee, saying thisistheway, walk
yeinit when yeturn to the right hand,
and when yeturnto the left”.

Step 9 - Remember tothank God daily
for Hisprovision

Remember where God guidesHe

provides. When God callsHewill make
theway. Also‘Great is Thy Faithfulness
and 'How Great Thou Art’. Sometimesit
seemsthat all isquiet. That isthetimeto
listen and God will show you what Heis
doing. Don't you know it’stimeto Praise
the Lord? Heismaking everything work
together for your ultimate good (see
Romans 8:28).

Whenever we choosetowak God’'s
way and at His pace we can depend on
Him to open the pathway ahead for usin
the way that we should follow.

Step 10 - Expect aMiracle

Expect to see God come through
with Hisgoodness sometime and praise
Him for it. Pause for amoment and think
‘How bigisyour God? Think of the
mighty storiesand deedsintheBible.
Read Hebrews 11 and Psalms 104 - 107
aswell as Job sometime and know
Ephesians 3:20. Our God is abundantly
able....truly amiracle worker.

But the salvation of therighteousis
the Lord (Psalm 37:39). (ItisGod'sjob.
..... the battle isthe Lord’s.....it is under
Hiscontrol). Heistheir strength in the
time of trouble.

"And the Lord shall help them, and
deliver them: He shall deliver them from
the wicked, and save them, because they
Trust in Him"

Eventually theanswer will come.
Hislovewill break through. “ He hath
made everything beautiful in Histime’
Ecclesiastes 3:11. ‘Whenthetimeis
right, the opportunity isthereand | am
ready for it’ (Anonymous).

Micah 7:8 tellsus “ when | fall, |
shall arise; when | sit in darkness, the
Lord shall be a light unto me.” Further



inHosea 6:3, “ Then shall we know, if we
follow on to know the Lord: Hisgoing
forth is prepared asthe morning;.....”, He
will make Hiswill plainto usindividu-
aly. “When thou goest, thy steps shall
not be straitened; and when thou runnest,
thou shalt not stumble” Proverbs 4:12.
InSummary

Maturity is going where God wants
you to go, one step at atime.

S0 “ seek ye first the Kingdom of
God, and His righteousness; and all
these things shall be added unto you” ,
Meatthew 6:33. God will take care of you.

Meanwhile Heart to God, Hand to
man! Feed my sheep, Feed my lambs (see
Matthew 21). Also strengthen the breth-
ren (see Luke 22:32). Isaiah 58:6-14 isa
wonderful reading. Taketimetoletits
message sink deep into your soul.

“And it shall be said in that day

Lo thisis our God:;

We have waited for Himand

Hewill save us;

Thisisthe Lord.

We have waited for Him,

We will be glad and rejoice in His
salvation” Isaiah 25:9.

Psalm 50:23 exhorts us to speak
words of faith. “ Whoso offereth praise
glorifieth me: and to himthat ordereth
his conversation aright will | shew the
salvation of God” .

So let’ s attack this problem with a
heart of prayer, hope, praise and the
theology of expectancy. Expect doorsto
open and prayersto be answered, mira-
clesto happen. Expect amiracle every
day. Expect amiracle when you pray.

In essence, take 5 minutes now or
longer, whatever it takes, it will betime
well invested. Put on paper your problem
asyou seeit, pray it through daily, (God
hastimeto listen if you have timeto pray,
anytime, even whileyou’ rewashing up)
asking God to give you hope, wisdom,
guidance and strength.

Be prepared to see the Hand of God
at work in your life. What amighty God
weserve!

Praise God fromwhom ALL bless-
ingsflow!

Satan's Rebdllion and Fall

Lucifer, Satan, when an ar changel in Heaven, being puffed up with pride,
rebelled against the Creator, influenced and cused thefall of many other
spirits, some of which, since called hisangels, weredriven out of Heaven with
him. Heispermitted for a season toreign asprince of thisworld.

"How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!...For thou hast
said in thine heart, | will ascend into heaven, | will exalt my throne above the
stars of God....I will be like the Most High" Isaiah 14:12-14.

"1 beheld Satan as lightning fall from Heaven" Luke 10:18.

" Angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation” Jude 6.
"The prince of this world cometh, and hath nothing in Me" John 14:30.




All Round Health

The Stress Factor!

We have discussed previously how
stresshasanaffect onour well being. Inthis
issue we will take a brief ook at a very
common cause of stress- our relationships
with other people. Hopefully by under-
standing the problem we will be able to
reduce the level of stress and improve our
overall health.

Contained in the next few pagesisan
analysis which we did at the Convention
that allowsusto determinewherewefitinto
ascale which usesfour different character
types. There are others which are much
more complicated but for our purpose this
oneisfine.

When you doit, record your answers
on a separate piece of paper and get afew
other peopletodoitaswell. Comparetheir
answers with yours and you will probably
findyouarequitedifferent. Y oumightalso
get other peopletofill out thequestionnaire
as to how they see you, just to see if you
appear to them as you appear to yourself.
Y ou may be surprised that thereisadiffer-
ence.

When you have worked out what be-
havioural styleyouare, fliptothenext page
and see what characteristics are mostly
associated with that style. Y ou will notice
that each characteristic has a positive (or
‘good’) side and anegative (or ‘bad’) side.

Let’stakeanexample. Thedriverisa
natural leader. Don’ ttry totell adriver what
todobecausethey won'’tlisten. Driver’ sare
self confident controllers and tend to be
impatient and eager to get on with life.

James HARRISON

Contrast this to the analyser who wants to
analyse a situation. The analyser is thor-
ough, methodical and steadfast. They don’t
take quickly to change, and in fact may not
take quickly to anything. Changeisfull of
the unknown and must be thought out care-
fully. Can you see the clash? The driver
becomes frustrated and the analyser fraz-
Zled. The driver may see the analyser as
dull, plodding, critical and stubborn, while
theanalyser seesthedriver asdomineering
(tellingmewhat to do), coercive, impatient
and unstable. The positive attributes of a
character becomenegatives.

Likewise we may see a problem be-
tween the forceful characteristics of the
driver and the passive characteristicsof the
amiable. Theamiablemay at first berecep-
tivetotheleadership of thedriver butintime
may cometo resent alwaysbeing controlled.
The perfectionist characteristic of the ami-
able may also have a problem with the
critical side of the analyser.

The expressive who is afraid of con-
frontationwill amost certainly haveaprob-
lem with the initial analyser and the high
pressure, coercivedriver.

So what do we do?

Firstly there is some power in know-
ing our own socid stylebecausewe can see
how theway wefeel about othersisrelated
to the characteristics of our style. For
example, if we turned out to be adriver it
could explain why we have been impatient
with others. Ontheother hand, an analyser
wouldexpecttobecritical. Anamiablemay



begullible, becauseof their trusting nature.
The power comes in seeing ourselves as
different from others.

Secondly, knowingwherewearecom-
ing from, itisimportant to know wherethe
other personiscomingfrom. Inthat way we
can ‘flex’ or alter our reactions or charac-
teristics enough to allow us to communi-
cate.

Thirdly,inknowing our ownstyleand
the stylesof thosewe arerelating towecan
take care to show the positive sides of our
characteristics.

Understanding social styles can be a
useful tool inreducing stressandimproving
our daily health. Happy analysinganddon’t
forget your calculator!

BEHAVIOURAL STYLE CHARACTERISTICS

INSTRUCTIONS
Set out below are 26 behavioural contrasts

With each set of contrasts, write on a piece of paper the number you think corresponds with
your analysis of thistrait in yourself - the numbers work on a sliding scale.

For example: with number 1 if you appear confident in your interaction with other people you
would score a 1 but if you are painfully shy you would get a4. Either side of the degrees,
depending whether you tend to shy or the other would be 2 or 3 depending on the lean.

1 Appears confident 1 2
2. Passive 1 2
3. Responsive 1 2
4, Easy-going 1 2
5. Takes charge 1 2
6. Formal 1 2
7. Disciplined 1 2
8. Communicates readily 1 2
9. Accepting 1 2
10.  Appears unorganised 1 2
11.  Initiates socia contact 1 2
12.  Asksquestions 1 2
13.  Overbearing 1 2
14. Reserved 1 2
15.  Appears active 1 2
16. Relaxed 1 2
17.  Withholds feeling 1 2
18.  Relationship oriented 1 2
19.  Pushy 1 2
20.  Discriminating 1 2
21.  Extrovert 1 2
22.  Warm 1 2
23.  Subtle 1 2
24.  Distant 1 2
25.  States information 1 2
26.  Quiet 1 2

Reserved
Aggressive
Self-controlled
Dominant

Goes aong
Informal
Spontaneous
Hesitant communicator
Challenging
Appears organised
Lets others initiate
Makes statements
Shy

Fun loving
Appears thoughtful
Assertive
Expresses feeling
Task oriented
Gentle

Impulsive
Introvert

Cool

Direct

Close

Saves information
Talkative
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To determine which of the four character types best represents you we can process the
contrasts as follows:

To locate yourself on the Assertive/Easy Going Scale: place the ratings from the behavioural
contrast list on the lines following the corresponding question numbers bel ow:

1 2.
5 4,
8. 9.
11. 12.
13. 16.
15. 23.
19. 26.
21.
25. Sum #2
Sum #1
(Sum #1) + 35 - (Sum #2) = divided by 16 =

Place an X on the following scale corresponding to the score above:

EASY-GOING ASSERTIVE
(LA) (MA)
1 2 3 4

To locate the person on the Formal/Responsive Scale. Place the rating from the
behavioural contrast list on the lines following the corresponding question numbers below:

6. 3.
7. 10.
14. 18.
17. 22.
20.
24. Sum #2
Sum#l
(Sum #1) + 20 - (Sum #2) = divided by 10 =
RESPONSIVE FORMAL
(MR) (LR)
1 2 3 4



Plot your result on the axis:

LR
ANALYSER |1 DRIVER
2
LA 4 3 2 1MA
3
AMIABLE 4 EXPRESSVE
MR

Possible Per ceptions of Styles

Each character type has different characteristics which can be weak/negative or powerful/
positive characteristics.

ANALYSER DRIVER

- dull + practical - domineering + controlling

- stingy + economical - impulsive + quick to act

- unfriendly + reserved - arrogant + self confident
- compulsive + thorough - coercive + forceful

- plodding + methodical - high pressure + persistent

- critical + analytical - impatient + urgent

- stubborn + steadfast - unstable + eager to change
- impractica + idealistic - inconsistent + flexible

- gullible + trusting - childlike + youthful

- paternal/maternal  + helpful - agitated + enthusiastic

- passive + receptive - afraid of confrontation ~ + tactful

- self-deprecating  + modest - lacking in conviction + adaptable

- obligated + loyal - manipulative + socially skilful
- perfectionist + aspiring

AMIABLE EXPRESSIVE

10




Rufus Pudens

Therearemany charactersmentioned
in the New Testament that are given but a
fleeting mention. It isnot until onedigsa
littledeeper intothehistory bookstofindthe
rest of thestory that onecomestorealisethe
enormous contributions these early Chris-
tians made to the formation of the early
Church. Rufus Pudens was one such as
these. In 2 Timothy 4:21 we havethe only
reference to Pudens, “ Do thy diligence to
comebeforewinter. Eubulusgreeteththee,
and Pudens, and Linus, and Claudia, and
all the brethren.”

Our story starts in the Year AD53
with the marriage of Rufus Pudens tthe
daughter (Gladys) of the British king
Caractacus. Rome had been trying to con-
quer Britainfor along time, and duringthis
lengthy attempt to subjugate the Britons,
there were truces in the fighting called.
These truces alowed the workers to go
home and tend their farms, look after their
families, etc., and after these chores were
donethey would resumefighting.

Pudens was a Roman senator as well
asasoldier and hewasin Britainonassign-
ment aspersonal aidedecamptotheRoman
general Aulus Plautius (see Note 1). This
same Aulus Plautius also married into the
Caractacan family when he married
Caractacus sister (this marriage occurred
inADA45). It hasbeen conjectured by many
historians that it would have been at this
wedding that Pudensfirst met Gladys. In-
terestingly, this Gladys is the same person
that was taken prisoner along with her fa-
ther toRome. TheRomanemperor Claudius
was particularly fond of her and actually
‘adopted’ her. Asasymbol of thisadoption,
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she was renamed to Claudia. Thusislaid
the foundation stone for the first British
Christian family dwelling in Rome.They
were given a residence, known as the
Palatium Britannicum, which was to be-
comethe haven for early Christian follow-
ers, including Peter and Paul.

The wedding ceremony between
Rufus and Gladys/Claudia was performed
at the Palatium Britannicum by the Chris-
tian pastor, Hermas (Romans 16:14). This
showsusthat RufusPudenswasaChristian
in AD53 to have undergone a Christian
wedding. The marriage eventually pro-
duced four children, each of whom were
martyredfor Christianity (moredetailslater
inthearticle).

The estate of the Palatium
Britannicum must have been vast for inthe
RomanMartyrology, indiscussing Pudens,
tellsusthat Pudensbrought hisservant staff
fromUmbriato managetheestate. It states,
“There were two hundred males and the
same number of females, al born on the
hereditary of estates of Pudens at Umbri.”
This estate was later deeded to the First
Christian Church at Rome by Timotheus,
their eldest son. It is recorded that these
weretheonly propertiesowned by theChris-
tian Church at Rome up to the time of the
Emperor Constantine.

Therecords reveal that Pudensstayed
inBritainfor quitealength of time, at | east
until AD 52. Hewas stationed at Regnum,
whichwastheRomanencampment at Chich-
ester. Interestingly, in AD 1723 workers
excavating someoldfoundationsat thissite,
discovered alarge stonetablet - thisisnow
known asthe* Chichester Stone'. It borea



deeply carved and clear inscription which,
after restoration, was able to be clearly
read. Theinscription states:

‘The College of Engineers, and
ministers of religion attached to it, by
permission of Tiberius Claudius
Cogidunus, the king, legate of Augustus
in Britain, have dedicated at their own
expense in honour of the divine family,
this temple to Neptune and Minerva. The
site was given by Pudens, son of
Pudentinus.’

Thisprovesthat PudenswasinBritain
until at least the erection of this building
(AD 50). TheClaudianwar didn’t actually
close till AD52 and this is when Pudens
returned to Rome. So we can see that
Pudenswasstill apagan god worshipper as
late as AD50 but sometime before hismar-
riageto Claudiain AD53 hewas converted
to Christianity.

Lifewasgood at the Palatium. From
the works of Roman writers of the same
period we read that the home of Pudens
rapidly became the most fashionable and
cultural centre in Rome. They had such
influential visitors as Martial (the Roman
epigrammatist who valued the scholarship
of the Pudens). Martia tells us in these
works of the beauty of Claudia and extols
her literary talent. Hesays,* SnceClaudia,
wife of Pudens, comes from the blue set
Britons, how is it that she has so won the
hearts of the Latin people?” Claudiawas
afluent linguist, and wrotemany volumesof
odes and poetry in Greek, Latin and her
native Cymric. Her works had been treas-
ured for over athousand yearsin the great
Glastonbury library but perishedinthegreat
fire of AD 1184. Copies of her hymns,
elegies, etc were contained at Verulum as
|ate as the 13th Century.
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Asstated earlier, Claudiaand Pudens
had 4 children, al of whom were baptised
in Christ and al of whom were martyred.
Thechildren, inorder fromeldest toyoung-
est, were:

-Timotheus- named after one of
Claudia sfavouritedisciples, Timo
thy the Bishop of Ephesus.
Timotheus had been closely asso
ciated with the apostles John and
Paul. Paul refers tohimas* The
beloved sonin Christ.” Timotheus
baptised King Luciusat Winchester
in AD 137. Shortly after hisreturn
he suf fered martyrdom (he was 90
yearsold) with hisfellow worker
Marcus.

-Pudentiana- thisdaughter of Pudens
wasimmortalised in the Roman
Martyrologies and by Martial, she
was executed on the anniversary
of the death of her father, AD 107
during the third Roman Christian
persecution. The name of the
Pal atium Britannicum was changed
after her death and consecrated by
nameto her memory.

-Praxedes-shewas martyred in the
same year as Timotheus and
theMartyrologiestell usthat* Rome
was drunk with the blood of
the martyrsof Jesus’. Shewasthe
last surviving member of this
illustrious Christian family.

-Novatus- he was martyred during
the fifth Roman persecution, AD
137, while Timotheuswas absent
in Britain.

Rufus Pudens died a martyrs death
in AD 96. Hisbeautiful wife Claudiadied
thefollowing year, AD97, at Samnium.



By AD 140all of thisfamily had been
interred by the side of St. Paul intheVia
Ostiensis. Priscilla, the mother of Paul and
Rufus Pudens, was laid to rest in the
underground cemetery nearby. Thiscem-
etery isnamed in her memory asthe Cata-
comb of St. Priscilla

The Palace of the British, the sancti-
fied church of St. Pudentiana has amemo-
rial carved onitswallswhich dates back to
just after the execution of Praxedes in the
2ndcentury. Inscribedinthesefew wordsis
told the tragic story:

“In this sacred and most ancient of
churches, knownasthat of Pastor (Hermas),
dedicated by Sanctus Pius Papa (S. Paul),
formerly the house of Sanctus Pudens,
the Senator, and the home of the holy
apostles, reposetheremainsof t hr e e
thousand blessed martyr swhich Pudentiana
and Praxedes, virgins of Christ,with their
own hands interred.”

Thislittle memorial may be found in
the Imperia City of Rome along the Mons
Sacer Way. The very foundation stone of
Christianity, and it is hardly known of, let
alonevisitedby Christianbelievers. Cardi-
nal BaroniusinhisAnnal esEcclesiasstates,
“Itisdeliveredtousbythefirmtradition of
our forefathers that the house of Pudens
was the first that entertained S. Peter at
Rome, and that therethe Christians assem-
bling formed the Church, andthat of all our
churches the oldest is that which is called
after the name Pudens.”

Thisearly Christian churchis
recorded in Roman history under four
different names:

1 Palatium Britannicum

2. Titulus

3. Hospitium A postolorum

4 St. Pudentiana - in memory
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of the martyred daughter of Pudens- itis
still known by this name today.

Even the eminent Jesuit Father, the
Reverend Robert Parsons in The Three
Conversions of England, adds , “ Claudia
was the first hostess or harbourer both of
. Peter and S. Paul at the time of their
coming to Rome.”

This early Christian home was the
havenfor many Christianworkersand con-
verts. Cardinal Baroniuswrote that Justin
Martyr made his home with them. Many
believethat thisisthehomethat Paul stayed
at. Many peopletakeliterally thestatement
of Paul in hisepistleto the Romansprior to
his coming where he says, “ Salute Rufus,
chosen in the Lord, and his mother and
mine” . Somewould suggest that Paul was
speaking about his spiritual mother, but a
spiritual mother is one who has converted
the other, and this would be impossible.
Paul was converted on the road to Damas-
cus, not by Priscilla, and had not been to
Rome since the persecution of AD33. Too
long a time had gone by for this to be
feasible.

Weknow fromthe history annalsthat
Pudens was born on the family estate at
Umbri - a Roman state. His father was a
Roman Senator. Paul, when he describes
hisown citizenship, statesthat hewasaJew
(Benjamite) by race. One would assume
that his parents must have been Jewish
Benjamites, but thisisnot thecase. 1t could
bethough that Rufus Pudenswasthe result
of asecond marriageandthismarriagemore
than likely to a Roman of distinguished
birth. It hasto have been alegal marriage
for Pudensto haveachievedthestatushedid
aswell asinherit the property he did from
hisfather.

So, ascan be seen, it would not betoo



unreasonable for Pudens and Paul to have
been half-brothers- havingthesamemother
(Priscilla). IntheRomanMartyrologieswe
aretoldthat,“ Thechildrenof Claudiawere
brought up at the knee of . Paul.”

Toseetheproof of thisstory and of the
existenceof theplayersinthisstory onejust
hasto look through the pages of any of the
following books. Martyrologies of Rome,
The Greek Menologies and the
Martyrologies of Ado, Usuard and
Esquilinus, and read the following regard-
ing Natal Days:

May 17. Natal Day of the Blessed
Pudens, father of Praxedes and
Pudentiana. He was clothed with Bap-
tism by the Apostles, and watched and
kept hisrobe pure and without wrinkle to
the frown of ablamelesslife.

May 17. Natal Day of St.
Pudentiana, the virgin, of the most illus-
trious descent, daughter of Pudens, and
Disciple of the Holy Apostle St. Paul.

June 20. Natal Day of St. Novatus,
son of the Blessed Prudens, brother of St.
Timotheusthe Elder and the Virgins of
Christ, Pudentiana and Praxedes. All
these were instructed in the faith by the
Apostles.

August 22. Natal Day of St.
Timotheus, son of St. Pudens, intheVia
Oatiensis.

September 21. Natal Day of St.
Praxedes, Virgin of Christin Rome.

November, 26. Natal Day of St.
Linus, first Bishop of Rome.

Thus, the first above ground Chris-
tian Church in Rome was the Palatium
Britannicum - a British Palace - which
had been bequeathed to the Christian
Church by Pudens and Claudia. Hermas
conducted the servicesinthisearly
church. The apostles Peter affirmsthis
fact when he says, “ Thefirst Christian
Church above ground in Rome, was the
Palace of the British. Thefirst Christian
Bishop, was a Briton, Linus, son of a
Royal King, personally appointed by &.
Paul, AD 58.” Clement tells usthat Paul
was in constant residence at the Palatium
Britannicum and personally instructed
Linusfor hisconsecrated office - Linus
becamethefirst Bishop of Rome.

Many ‘firsts' can belaid at this
family’ sdoor, the benefits of whichwe
still reap today:

First to house and openly protect
theApostles.

First openly toteach the Christian
faithin Rome.

First tofound theChristian
Church at Rome.

First tosuffer martyrdom for the
Christian faith at Rome.

Note 1. Aulus Plautius was a Roman commander who had married the sister of
King Caractacus of Britain. Her name was Pomponia Graecina and they are referred to
asaChristian family. This Aulus Plautius was the same commander that had deter-

mined to get rid of Christianity.
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